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P. Personal Details 
 

P1          [page] 

What is your date of birth? 

[DAY|MONTH|YEAR] 

 

P2          [psex] 

Sex 

Do not read out. In most face-to-face situations this will not need to be asked. Do not ask if they are intersex 
(also known as transgender). Only select intersex if respondent provides this information unprompted. 

 Male (1) 
 Female (2) 
 Intersex (3) 
 

P3          [patsi] 

Are you an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander? 

If Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander select both. 

 No (1) [exclusive] 
 Yes, Aboriginal (2) 
 Yes, Torres Strait Islander (3) 
 Refused (-2) [exclusive] 

P4         [pcouple, prelstat] 

Which of the following best describes your marital status? "Never married", "widowed", "divorced", 
"separated" or "married (in a registered marriage)"? 

Interviewer note: de facto marriages are not registered marriages. If respondent answers "single", clarify 
whether they have ever been married in the past. Separated persons should be recorded as separated and not 
as married. 

 Never married (1) 
 Widowed (2) 
 Divorced (3) 
 Separated (4) 
 Married (in a registered marriage) (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

 

P4a          [pmdur] 

How long have you been married? 

[MONTHS] 
[YEARS] 
 

 
  

IF P4 = 5   P4a  
ELSE   P4b 

 P5 
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P4b         [pcouple, prelstat] 

Are you currently living with someone in a de facto relationship? 

 Yes (1)   P4c 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-2)  P5 
 Refused (-1) 

P4c          [pdfdur] 

How long have you been in this de facto relationship? 

[MONTHS] 
[YEARS] 
 
ASK EVERYONE 
 
P5          [pparent] 
Have you ever had any children? 

 Yes (1)   P6 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  P15 
 Refused (-2) 

P6         [pchu18t] 

How many of these children are currently under 18 years of age? 

[NUMBER]  P7 IF P6 = 1 
 P10 IF P6 > 1 

 None (96) 
 Don’t know (-1)  P15 
 Refused (-2) 
 

P7 

How old is your child? 

[AGE] 

 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

P8 

And is your child a girl or a boy? 

 Male (1) 
 Female (2) 
 

P9 

Does he/she currently live with you all or most of the time? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (2) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 
  

 P15 

[pchu5t, pch512t,  
 pcho12t, pchu18t,  
 pchy1age, pchy1res,  
 chage] 

[pchy1sex, pcho1sex,  
 pchm, pchf, pchmr,  
 pchfr, chsex] 

[pchu5r, pch512r,  
 pcho12r, pchu18r,  
 pchy1res, pcho1res,  
 pchmr, pchfr, chresn]  
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P10 

I now have some questions about each of your children that are under 18 years of age. So that it doesn’t get 
confusing I’ll need to refer to each child by a name or nickname, or even an initial. Starting with the 
youngest, can I have a name for each of your children under 18 years of age? 

Ensure each name is different 

1 (1) ______________________________ 
2 (2) ______________________________ 
3 (3) ______________________________ 
4 (4) ______________________________ 
5 (5) ______________________________ 
6 (6) ______________________________ 
7 (7) ______________________________ 
8 (8) ______________________________ 
9 (9) ______________________________ 
10 (10) ______________________________ 

 

11 (11) ______________________________ 
12 (12) ______________________________ 
13 (13) ______________________________ 
14 (14) ______________________________ 
15 (15) ______________________________ 
16 (16) ______________________________ 
17 (17) ______________________________ 
18 (18) ______________________________ 
19 (19) ______________________________ 
20 (20) ______________________________ 

 

 

P11 

The following questions are about <name1>. 

P12 

How old is <name>? 

[AGE] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

P13 

Interviewer note: only read out if unclear from name provided. Is <name> a girl or a boy? 

 Male (1) 
 Female (2) 

P14 

Does <name> currently live with you all or most of the time? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 
 
ASK EVERYONE 
 
P15        [pcobess, hstatus1] 

In which country were you born?      

[SELECT FROM LIST] 
 Other (8888)  
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 
  

                                                 
1 Anything contained between the inequality signs <    > is dynamic text that changes given certain 
conditions.  

FOR EACH EXTRA NAME GIVEN AT P10  P11 

[pchu5t, pch512t, pcho12t,  
 pchu18t, pchy1age, pchy2age,  
 pcho1age, pcho2age, chage]  

[pchy1sex, pchy2sex,  
 pcho1sex, pcho2sex,  
 pchm, pchf, pchmr,  
 pchfr, chsex] 

[pchu5r, pch512r,  
 pcho12r, pchu18r,  
 pchy1res, pchy2res,  
 pcho2res, pcho1res,  
 pchmr, pchfr, chresn]  

Questions P12 through P14 were asked 
for each child specified at P10. 
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P15a        [pyrarru, hstatus1] 

In what year did you first come to Australia to live for one year or more?    

[YEAR] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

P15b        [prefugee, hstatus1] 

Did you come to Australia as a refugee?       

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

ASK EVERYONE 

P16         [ppolygot] 

Apart from English, do you speak any other language? 

 Yes (1)   P17 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  P18 
 Refused (-2) 

P17        [ptclang, pbestlng] 

Including English, what language do you speak best? 

Single response 

[SELECT FROM LIST] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

ASK EVERYONE 

P18         [penglit] 

Can you read English? 

 Yes (1)   P18a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  P19 
 Refused (-2) 
 

  

IF P15 = AUSTRALIA  P16 
ELSE    P15a 
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P18a         [penglit] 

How would you rate your reading skills in English? Would you say your reading skills are...  

Read out 

 Excellent? (1) 
 Good? (2) 
 Fair? (3) 
 Poor? (4) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

ASK EVERYONE 

P19       

At what age did you leave school?         

Interviewer note: if respondent indicates they have returned to school as an adult ask them to report the age 
they first left school 

[AGE]    
 Still at high school (-3)  
 No schooling (0)  
 Don’t know (-1)  
 Refused (-2)   
 

 

P20        [pschcmp, phighed] 

What is the highest year of school you completed?     

Interviewer note: for those still at high school it would be the last year they completed 

 Year 12 or equivalent (1) 
 Year 11 or equivalent (2) 
 Year 10 or equivalent (3) 
 Year 9 or equivalent (4) 
 Year 8 or below (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 
  

IF P19 = 0  P22 
ELSE   P20 

IF AGE < 35 (from P1) AND P20 > 1 AND P19 > 0  P21 
IF P19 = -3      P24 
ELSE       P22 

[pagels, pstudy, phighed, 
eleddur, eleddure, eledduru, 
eleddurn, hstatus1] 
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P21         [plswhy] 

What are the reasons why you left school?     

Do not read out. Multiple response. 

 More school would make little difference to work prospects (1)  [plswhy1] 

 Got (or wanted) a job apprenticeship (2)     [plswhy2] 

 Not doing well at school (3)      [plswhy3] 

 Did not like school (4)       [plswhy4] 

 Changed to other type of study (e.g., TAFE) (5)    [plswhy5] 

 Own ill-health or disability (6)      [plswhy6] 

 Caring for family members (7)      [plswhy7] 

 Other personal or family reasons (8)     [plswhy8] 

 Financial reasons (9)       [plswhy9] 

 Location or transportation reasons (10)     [plswhy10] 

 Year 12 or equivalent not available (11)     [plswhy11] 

 Other reasons (please specify) (97)____________     [plswhy97] 

 Don’t know (-1) [exclusive]      [plswhy] 

 Refused (-2) [exclusive]       [plswhy] 
 

 

P22        [pedever, phighed] 

Have you ever enrolled in a course of study to obtain a trade certificate, diploma, degree or other 
educational qualification?     

 Yes (1)   P22a 
 No (0)   P24 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

P22a         [pedqcmp, phighed] 

What is the highest level of educational qualification you have completed?  

Do not read out 

 Certificate level I or II (1) 
 Certificate level III or IV (in addition to Cert Level III And IV qualifications this category also include a 
senior secondary certificate of education qualification) (2) 
 Trade certificate or Apprenticeship (if undefined certificate level) (3) 
 Diploma / Associate Diploma/ Associate Degree (4) 
 University degree or higher (includes bachelor degree, honours degree, graduate certificate/diploma, 
vocational graduate certificate/diploma, postgraduate certificate/diploma, masters degree or a doctoral 
degree) (5) 
 Other (specify) (97)____________ 
 Did not complete (7) 
 Still studying (8) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 
  

IF P19 = -3  P24 
ELSE   P22 

P23 
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P23        [pedenrld, pstudy] 

Are you currently enrolled in a course of study for a trade certificate, diploma, degree or other educational 
qualification?        

 Yes (1)   P23a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  P24 
 Refused (-2) 

P23a       [pedload, pstudy, hstatus1] 

Are you currently studying this part-time or full-time?      

 Full-time (1) 
 Part-time (2) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

P23b         [pedqenlv] 

What level of qualification are you currently studying for?     

 Secondary school qualification (1) 
 Certificate level I or II (2) 
 Certificate level III or IV (3) 
 Certificate, but don’t know level (4) 
 Diploma / associate diploma (5) 
 University degree or higher (6) 
 Other (specify) (97)____________        
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

ASK EVERYONE 

P24         [presdur] 

How long have you lived in or around <"pre-filled suburb" / " this city">? 

Interviewer note: if respondent does not know or is unsure of how long they have lived in or around the region 
read out categories to prompt an answer. 

 3 months or less (1) 
 4 to 6 months (2) 
 7 to 11 months (3) 
 1 to 2 years (4) 
 3 to 5 years (5) 
 More than 5 years (6) 
 All my life (7) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

 

GO TO SECTION E 

IF P22a = 8  P23a 
ELSE   P23 
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E. Employment and Voluntary Work 

 

E1          [eleddur] 

How old were you when you left full-time education for the first time?   

Interviewer note: if asked say that this includes tertiary education (such as university or TAFE). If they are 
unsure get an approximate age of when they left full-time education for the first time. 

[AGE]      IF E1 >=2  E2. ELSE  E2a 
 Still in full-time education (97)   E4 

E2          [eleddur] 

This means it has been < AGE (from P1) minus E1 > years since you left full-time education for the first 
time? Is that correct? 

Interviewer note: if no prompt and go back to E1 and modify age left full-time education. 

 Yes (1)   E3 
 No (0)   E1 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 
 
E2a         [eleddur] 

About how many months has it been since you left full-time education for the first time?   

Interviewer note: if they are unsure get an approximate number of months since they left full-time education 
for the first time. 

[MONTHS] 

 

E3        [eleddure, eledduru, eleddurn] 

Of these <months/years> how many months/years in total have you spent..... 

If no schooling in P19 the question read as: of the <months/years> since you turned 15, how many 
months/years in total have you spent..... 

Interviewer note: count time both studying and working as ’in paid work’; count time spent in jail as ’neither 
employed nor looking for work’. 

 Full years Or full months if less than 1 year 
In paid work? (including both full or part-time work) (1) ______ ______ 
Unemployed and looking for work? (2) ______ ______ 
Neither employed nor looking for work? (3) ______ ______ 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

IF P19 = 0 OR -3  E_FILTER_1 
ELSE   E1 

 E_FILTER_1 

E_FILTER_1 
IF P19 = 0 OR  
    ((P19 > 0 OR P19 = -1 OR P19 = -2) AND 
      (E2 = 1 OR ANSWERED E2a))   E3 
ELSE      E4 

E4 
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ASK EVERYONE 

E4          [elfs, elfsdtl] 

At any time at all during the last 7 days, did you do any work in a job, business or farm? 

 Yes (1)   E6 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  E5 
 Refused (-2) 

E5          [elfs, elfsdtl] 

Did you have a job, business or farm, but did not work in the last 7 days because of holidays, sickness, or any 
other reason (such as maternity leave or workers compensation)? 

 Yes (1)   E6 
 No (0)   E22 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E6       [eempstat, elfs, elfsdtl, hstatus1] 

Do you work ... 

Interviewer note: if respondent says they work in more than one job, code in respect of the job that they get the 
most pay from. Read out. Single response. 

 For an employer for wages or salary? (1) 
 In your own business with employees? (2) 
 In your own business with no employees? (3) 
 Without pay in a family business? (4) 
 None of the above (5) 
 Don’t know (-1)    E7 
 Refused (-2) 

E7       [eempstat, elfs, elfsdtl, hstatus1] 

What then are your working arrangements? 

Do not read out. Single response 

 Received payment in kind (1) 
 Unpaid voluntary worker (2) 
 Mutual obligation job / work for the dole (3) 
 For government in job creation program (4) 
 CDEP program (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 

E8        [eahrwk, elfsdtl] 

Including, any paid or unpaid overtime, how many hours per week do you usually work in all your jobs? 

Interview note: this includes any work done at the workplace and at home. Don’t include time ’on-call’ as these 
are not considered usual working hours. 

[HOURS]    E9 
 Hours vary (97) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2)   E9 

IF E7 = 2 OR E7 = 3  E22 
ELSE    E8 

E8a 

E8 

E38 
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E8a        [eahrwk, elfsdtl] 

How many hours per week do you think you would work on average? 

[HOURS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E9     

And what is your usual gross pay (that is, before tax or anything else is taken out)? 

[AMOUNT $]  E10 IF E9 > 0 
 E11 IF E9 = 0 

 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E10     

And what period does that cover? 

If necessary read out. Single response. 

 Weekly (1) 
 Fortnightly (2) 
 Monthly (3)              
 Yearly (4) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E11         [emultjob] 

Do you currently have more than one job? 

 Yes (1)   E12 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  E15 
 Refused (-2) 

E12         [emhrwk] 

The following questions relate to your main job. That is, the job that provides you with the most pay per week. 

Including, any paid or unpaid overtime, how many hours per week do you usually work in your main job? 

 [HOURS]   E13 
 Hours vary (97) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2)   E13 

E12a         [emhrwk] 

How many hours per week do you think you would work on average in your main job? 

[HOURS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E13         [eymwk] 

And what is your usual gross pay (that is, before tax or anything else is taken out) in your main job? 

[AMOUNT $]  E14 IF E13 > 0 
 E15 IF E13 = 0 

 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E12a 

E15 

E11 

[eyawk, iiywki, iiywkv, 
icywkv, icywki, hstatus1] 

[eyawk, iiywki, iiywkv, 
icywkv, icywki, hstatus1] 
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E14         [eymwk] 

And what period does that cover? 

If necessary read out. Single response. 

 Weekly (1) 
 Fortnightly (2) 
 Monthly (3) 
 Yearly (4) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E15         [emocc2d] 

What kind of work do you do in your job? That is what is your occupation called and what are the main 
tasks and duties you undertake in this job? Please describe fully. 

Interviewer note: if they work in more than 1 job remind them that these questions refer only to their main job. 

 (Obtain full title. Try to avoid one-word answers. For example: "shipping clerk", not just "clerk", "dairy farmer, 
not just "farmer", and "builder’s labourer", not just "labourer".) 

[OCCUPATION TITLE] 

E15a          [emocc2d]   

Main tasks / duties 

(For example: recording accounts, frying fish and chips, operating plastic extruding machine.) 

[ENTER TASKS / DUTIES] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E16         [emdur] 

How long have you worked for your current employer / in your current business? 

Single response. Record in years or months or weeks or days, as appropriate 

[YEARS] 
[MONTHS] 
[WEEKS] 
[DAYS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E17         [emind2d] 

What kind of industry, business or service is carried out at the business address at which you work? 

Interview note: probe for details. Industry / business / service (specify) 

[ENTER INDUSTRY NAME] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

 
  

IF E6 = 1 OR E7 = 1 OR E7 = 4 OR E7 = 5  E18 
ELSE      E19 
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E18         [emcnt] 

Which of the following categories best describes your contract of employment? 

Read out. Single response. 

 Employed on a fixed-term contract (1) 
 Employed on a casual basis (2)   E19 
 Employed on a permanent or ongoing basis (3) 
 None of above (4) 
 Don’t know (-1)    E18a 
 Refused (-2) 

E18a         [emcnt] 

So how would you describe your contract of employment? 

[RECORD VERBATIM RESPONSE] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E19         [ejobsat] 

Please now pick a number between 0 to 10 to indicate how satisfied you are with your job. The more 
satisfied you are, the higher the number you should pick. The less satisfied you are, the lower the number 
you should pick. A score of 0 means you are ’totally dissatisfied’ while a score of 10 would mean you are 
’totally satisfied’. 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E20         [ejobs6m] 

Now think about the last 6 months. How many different jobs have you had in just the last 6 months? 

Interview note: if necessary remind the respondent what the date was 6 month earlier (from the date of the 
interview). 

[NUMBER OF JOBS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

 

E21         [eny6m] 

Has there been any time during the last 6 months when you did not have a paid job? 

 Yes (1)   E21a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  E38 
 Refused (-2) 

E21a         [eny6mp] 

In total, how long were you without a paid job during the last six months? 

Single response. Record in months or weeks or days, as appropriate 

[MONTHS] 
[WEEKS] 
[DAYS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

IF E16 < 6 MONTHS  E21 
ELSE    E38 



15 
Wave 1 

 

 
E22        [ejs4w, elfs, elfsdtl] 

At any time over the last 4 weeks have you looked for paid work? 

 Yes (1)   E23 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  E27 
 Refused (-2) 

E23          [ejs] 

At any time in the last 4 weeks, have you done any of the following? 

Read out 

 Yes (1) No (0) Don’t know  (-1) Refused (-2)  
Written, phoned, or applied in 
person for work? (1) 

    [ejs1] 

Answered an advertisement? (2)     [ejs2] 

Checked factory noticeboards or 
used a touch screen at a Centrelink 
office? (3) 

     
[ejs3] 

Been registered with Centrelink as 
a jobseeker? (4) 

    [ejs4] 

Check or registered with an 
employment agency? (5) 

    [ejs5] 

E23a          

Have you done anything else to find a job? 

Interviewer note: probe for answers. Do not read out 

 Advertised or tendered for work (1)     [ejs6] 
 Contacted friends or relatives to find a job (2)    [ejs7] 

 Looked in newspapers but did not actually answer a job advertisement? (3) [ejs8] 

 Looked on internet, but did not actually answer an advertisement for a job (4) [ejs9] 

 Other forms of job search (please specify) (5)____________    [ejs10] 
 Nothing else (6) [exclusive]      [ejs] 
 Don’t know (-1) [exclusive]      [ejs] 

 Refused (-2) [exclusive]       [ejs] 

E24        [ejsdur, ejsyears] 

How long ago did you begin looking for work? 

If necessary say: we are only interested in your most recent episode of unemployment.                                      
Single response. Record in years or months or weeks or days, as appropriate 

[YEARS] 
[MONTHS] 
[WEEKS]  
[DAYS]   
 Don’t know (-1)  E24a 
 Refused (-2)   E25 
  

E25 

 E38 
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E24a         [ejsyears] 

Was it... 

Interviewer note: this is asked if exact date is unknown. Read out. Single response. 

 Less than 1 year ago? (1) 
 1 to less than 2 years ago? (2) 
 2 to less than 5 years ago? (3) 
 5 years or more ago? (4) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E25         [ejshr] 

Approximately how many hours have you spent in job search activities during the last week? 

[HOURS]  
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E26       [estart1w, elfs, elfsdtl] 

If you had found a job, could you have started work last week? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E26a       [estart4w, elfs, elfsdtl] 

And could you start work in the next four weeks if work was available? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 

E27         [enjs] 

What are all the reasons you have not been looking for work in the last four weeks? 

Do not read out. Probe fully. 

 Have a job to go to (1)       [enjs1] 

Personal reasons 
 Own illness, injury or disability (2)     [enjs2] 

 Pregnancy / maternity leave (3)      [enjs3] 

 Studying / returning to studies (4)     [enjs4] 

 Does not need to work (5)      [enjs5] 

 To give others a chance (6)      [enjs6] 
 Welfare payment / pension may be affected (7)    [enjs7] 

 Moved house / holidays (8)      [enjs8] 

 Lack of transport (9)       [enjs9] 

 No time (10)        [enjs10] 
  

 E30 
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E27 (Continued) 

Child care reasons  
 Prefers to look after children (11)      [enjs11] 

 Difficulties in finding child care (12)     [enjs12] 
 Waiting until youngest child starts pre-school / primary school (13)  [enjs13] 
 Other child care reason (14)      [enjs14] 

Other family reasons  
 Ill health of someone other than self / other family reasons (15)  [enjs15] 

Believes no work available or couldn’t find work because: 
 Too young / too old (16)      [enjs16] 
 Lacks necessary training or qualifications (17)    [enjs17] 
 Lacks necessary experience (18)      [enjs18] 

 Difficulties with language / ethnic background (19)    [enjs19] 
 Difficulties with reading / writing (20)     [enjs20] 
 No jobs available in line of work (21)     [enjs21] 
 No jobs available with suitable hours (22)     [enjs22] 
 No jobs available at all (23)      [enjs23] 
 On a job-related training program (24)     [enjs24] 

 Other reasons (specify) (97)____________     [enjs97] 
 Don’t know (-1) [exclusive]      [enjs] 
 Refused (-2) [exclusive]       [enjs] 

E28        [elikejob, elfsdtl] 

Even though you are not looking for work now, would you like a job? 

 Yes (1)    E29 
 Maybe / it depends (2)   E29 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)   E30 
 Refused (-2) 

E29        [estart4w, elfsdtl] 

If you were offered a suitable job could you start work within the next four weeks? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E30         [epaidjob] 

Have you ever had a paid job? 

 Yes (1)   E31 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  E38 
 Refused (-2) 
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E31         [eftjob] 

Have you ever had a paid full-time job? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E32         [enydur] 

How long has it been since you were last in paid work? 

Single response. Record in years or months or weeks or days, as appropriate 

[YEARS]  
[MONTHS] 
[WEEKS] 
[DAYS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

 

E33         [enftdur] 

How long has it been since you were last in paid full-time work? 

Single response. Record in years or months or weeks or days, as appropriate 

[YEARS] 
[MONTHS] 
[WEEKS] 
[DAYS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

 
E34         [ejobs6m] 

Now think about the last 6 months. How many different paid jobs have you had in just the last 6 months? 

Interviewer note: if necessary, remind the respondent what the date was 6 months earlier (from the interview 
date). 

[NUMBER OF JOBS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E35         [eny6mp] 

In total, how long were you without a paid job during the last 6 months? 

Single response. Record in months or weeks or days, as appropriate 

[MONTHS] 
[WEEKS] 
[DAYS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

IF E31 = 1  E33 
ELSE   E_FILTER_2 

E_FILTER_2 
IF E32 < 6 MONTHS  E34 
ELSE    E38 
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E36         [elocc2d] 

What kind of work did you do in your last job? That is, what was your occupation called and what were the 
main tasks and duties you undertook in that job? 

 (obtain full title. Try to avoid one-word answers. For example: ’shipping clerk’, not just ’clerk’, ’dairy farmer, 
not just ’farmer’, and ’builder’s labourer’, not just ’labourer’.) 

[OCCUPATION TITLE] 

E36a          [elocc2d] 

Main tasks / duties 

(For example: recording accounts, frying fish and chips, operating plastic extruding machine.) 

[MAIN TASKS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E37         [elrnlv] 

What was the main reason you left your last job? 

Do not read out. Single response. 

 Job was only temporary (1) 
 Got laid off / no work available / retrenched / made redundant / employer went out of business etc (2) 
 Not satisfied with job (3) 
 To get a better job (4) 
 Self employed: business closed down for economic reasons (5) 
 Self employed: business closed down for other reasons (6) 

 Retired / didn’t want to work any longer (7) 
 Own sickness / disability / injury (8) 
 Pregnancy/to have children (9) 
 To stay at home to care for children or other dependents (10) 
 Travel / holiday (11) 
 To return to study (12) 
 Too much travel time / job too far from transport (13) 

 Other reasons (97) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

ASK EVERYONE 

E38         [evol6m] 

The next few questions are about unpaid voluntary work. That is, help willingly given in the form of time, 
service or skills to a charity, club, organisation or association. In the last 6 months, did you do any unpaid 
voluntary work? 

 Yes (1)   E39 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  E41 
 Refused (-2) 
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E39         [evol6mfr] 

Still thinking of the last 6 months, how often would you say you did unpaid voluntary work? Would it be ... 

Read out. Single response. 

 At least once a week? (1) 
 At least once a fortnight? (2)  E40 
 At least once a month? (3) 
 Less than once a month? (4) 
 Don’t know (-1)   E41 
 Refused (-2) 

E40         [evolhrwk] 

And on average, how many hours per week of unpaid voluntary work do you do? 

Interviewer note: make sure that the respondent converts their total days/hours to a weekly average. 

[HOURS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

ASK EVERYONE 

E41         [eagency] 

During the last 6 months, have you been registered with any agencies to help you find a job? For example, a 
job services Australia provider or a disability employment network provider? I don’t mean Centrelink. 

 Yes (1)   E42 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  SECTION H 
 Refused (-2) 

E42         [eagconfr] 

During the last 6 months, how often were you in contact with these agencies for any reason? (This includes 
you contacting your registered agency yourself or them contacting you for any reason.) Would it be ... 

Read out. Single response. 

 Almost every day? (1) 
 Two to three times a week? (2) 
 About once a week? (3) 
 About once a fortnight? (4) 
 Once a month? (5) 
 Less often than once a month? (6) 
 Only once in the last six months? (7) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
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E43 

And in the last 6 months, did any of the agencies you were registered with... 

Read out 

 Yes (1) No (0) Don’t know (3) Refused (-2)  
Give you any advice or help with 
applying for jobs? (1) 

    [eagdo1] 

Actively look for work on your 
behalf, such as contacting an 
employer? (2) 

    [eagdo2] 

Help you with transport such as 
paying for fares or petrol, or 
arranging lifts? (3) 

    [eagdo3] 

Provide you with or pay for clothing, 
footwear or equipment? (4) 

    [eagdo4] 

Provide you with financial 
counselling? (5) 

    [eagdo5] 

Arrange or pay for personal 
assistance such as grooming, medical 
or dental? (6) 

    [eagdo6] 

Arrange or pay for personal 
assistance such as counselling or 
rehabilitation services? (7) 

    [eagdo7] 

Help you find somewhere to live? (8)     [eagdo8] 

 

E44         [eagafter] 

In the last 6 months did any of the agencies you were registered with give you any assistance after you 
commenced work, such as providing further training or arranging for a mentor? 

Do not read out. 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Not applicable, never had a job in the last 6 months (3) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

E45         [eagtrial] 

In the last 6 months did any of the agencies you were registered with provide or arrange a short-term work 
experience or work trial placement? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

GO TO SECTION H 

IF ANSWERED E11 OR ANSWERED E34  E44 
ELSE      E45 
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H. Housing 
 

H1     [hacctyp, hstatus1, hstatus2, hovrcrwd] 

The following questions are about your current housing and living arrangements. As of today, in what kind 
of place do you live? [If not living anywhere add: or stayed in last night?]. 

If necessary read out. Single response. 

 A house / townhouse (1) 
 An apartment / unit / flat (includes granny flats and bed-sitters) (2) 
 Caravan / mobile home / cabin / houseboat (3) 
 Boarding house / rooming house / hostel (4) 
 Hotel or motel room (5) 
 Crisis accommodation or refuge (6) 
 Sleeping rough (for example, street, park, tent, train station, improvised shelter) (7) 
 A car or other vehicle (but not a mobile home) (8) 
 A squat / abandoned building (9) 
 Health, treatment, or rehabilitation centre / facility (10) 
 Prison or other form of detention (11) 
 Other (please specify) (97)____________       
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

 

H2          [hliving] 

Do not read out. Interviewer only. Is this where the respondent is "living" or is this simply where the 
respondent "was staying last night"? Clarify with respondent if necessary. 

Record their housing circumstances as to whether they were ‘living’ or if not living anywhere ‘staying’ last 
night. 

 Is living there (1) 
 Was staying there last night (2) 

ASK EVERYONE 

H3 

<Pre filled address> 

Interviewer: we would like to know the actual location of the place where the respondent is living/staying. If 
this is already displayed above, please select "living/staying at address shown". If the address needs updating, 
then select "but some details need updating" and amend.  If address displayed is not the address where they are 
living/staying, please probe for actual location, and amend the details displayed by selecting "new details 
entered". 

 Living/staying at address shown – all details correct (1)    H4 
 Living/staying at address shown – but some details need updating (2)   H3a 
 Living/staying somewhere else – new details entered (3)    H3a 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
  

IF H1 = 10 OR H1 = 11  H3 
ELSE    H2 

H4 

[hgeo*, hgccsa, hstate] 
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H3a  

Specify 

Line 1 (1) ______________________________ 
Line 2 (2) ______________________________ 
Suburb/Town (3) ______________________________ 
Postcode (4) ______________________________ 
State 

 QLD (QLD) 
 NSW (NSW) 
 VIC (VIC) 
 TAS (TAS) 
 WA (WA) 
 SA (SA) 
 NT (NT) 
 ACT (ACT) 
 Unknown (DK) 
 Overseas (OS) 

H4       [haccdur, hstatus1, hstatus2] 

How long have you been living/staying at this/that place? 

Interviewer note: read the question with "that place" for where they slept last night, not where they are being 
interviewed. Single response. Record in years or months or weeks or days, as appropriate 

[YEARS] 
[MONTHS] 
[WEEKS] 
[DAYS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H5       [hacc3m, hstatus1, hstatus2] 

Can you sleep here for the next 3 months without being asked to leave? 

If in health facility or detention: Do you expect to be staying in this facility for 3 months or more? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 
  

IF H1 = 10 OR H1 = 11  H1a 
ELSE    H6 

[hgeo*, hgccsa, hstate] 
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H1a         [hiacctyp, hstatus1, hstatus2] 

What type of place were you staying in immediately prior to being admitted/incarcerated? 

If necessary read out. Single response. 

 A house / townhouse (1) 
 An apartment / unit / flat (includes granny flats and bed-sitters) (2) 
 Caravan / mobile home / cabin / houseboat (3) 
 Boarding house / rooming house / hostel (4) 
 Hotel or motel room (5) 
 Crisis accommodation or refuge (6) 
 Sleeping rough (for example, street, park, tent, train station, improvised shelter) (7) 
 A car or other vehicle (but not a mobile home) (8) 
 A squat / abandoned building (9) 
 Other (please specify) (97)____________       
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 

H6          [haccres] 

In the place you are currently living/staying, are there any other people that are living/staying with you?"> 

Interviewer note: for those in boarding houses / rooming houses / hostels by ’living with’ we mean anyone 
residing in that property. For those in hotels / motels by ’living with’ we mean anyone sharing the room or 
suite. Do not read out. Single response. 

 No, is alone (0) 
 Yes, is living/staying  with other people (1) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

 

 

H7          [haccres]  

Who are you currently living/staying with? 

Do not read out. Multiple response. 

 Both parents (1)      [haccr1, hstatus1, hstatus2] 
 One parent and parent’s spouse/partner (2)   [haccr2, hstatus1, hstatus2] 

 One parent (3)       [haccr3, hstatus1, hstatus2] 
 Spouse / partner (4)         [haccr4] 
 Your or your partner’s child(ren) (5)       [haccr5] 
 Other relatives (6)      [haccr6, hstatus1, hstatus2] 

 A foster family (7)      [haccr7, hstatus1, hstatus2] 
 Friends (8)       [haccr8, hstatus1, hstatus2] 
 Paid carer (9)          [haccr9] 
 Other unrelated persons (97)       [haccr97] 
 Don’t know (-1) [exclusive]       [haccres] 
 Refused (-2) [exclusive]        [haccres] 
 

Questions H6 to H17 for those in prison or health facility (answered 10 or 11 in H1) refer to the place 
respondent lived or stayed prior to incarceration/admission. This does not apply to H13a and H13b 
which are specifically asked to those in prison or a health facility. 

IF H6 = 1   H7 
ELSE   H8 
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H8        [htenure1, hstatus1, hstatus2] 

Thinking of the place where you are currently living/staying do you own it? Do you pay rent, board or fees? 
Are you involved in a rent or buy scheme? Do you live there rent free? Or are you on a life tenure? 

Interviewer note: boarding includes contributing to household bills. By ’you’ we mean you and / or your 
partner. Do not read out. Single response. 

 Own/currently paying off a mortgage (1) 
 Rent/pay board/pay fees/pay share of bills (2) 
 Involved in a rent / buy scheme (3) 
 Live rent free (4) 
 Life tenure (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

 

H9        [hlandlrd, hstatus1, hstatus2] 

Who do you rent from or pay board or fees to? 

If necessary read out. Single response. 

 Private landlord or real estate agent (1) 
 Caravan park owner or manager (2) 
 Hotel / motel (3) 
 Government housing authority (4) 
 Community or cooperative housing group (5) 
 Welfare service provider (6) 
 Pay board to a parent/guardian (7) 
 Pay board to other relatives or friends (8) 
 An employer (9) 
 Someone else (describe) (97)____________ 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 
ASK EVERYONE 
 

 

 
  

IF H8 = 2 OR H8 = 3  H9 
ELSE    HIDCURRENTSTATUS 

HIDCURRENTSTATUS 

 Currently in secure housing (H8 ANY (1, 3, or 5) OR H9 ANY (1, 4, or 9)) (1) 
 Probably not currently in secure housing (anything else) (2) 

IF H8 = 1     H12 
IF H8 = 2 OR H8 = 3    H10 
ELSE      H17 

  
   

IF H1 ANY (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 97, -1 or -2) OR 
    H1a ANY (1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6, 97, -1, or -2)  H8 
ELSE      H23  
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H10        [haccweek, hrentwk, hstatus1] 

How much rent, board or fees do you usually pay? 

Single response. 

[WEEKLY $] 
[MONTHLY $] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H11          [hbehind] 

Are you currently falling behind at all with your rent, board or fees? 

 Yes (1)   H11a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  H_FILTER_1 
 Refused (-2) 

H11a         [hrentdur, harrdur] 

How far behind are you falling? 

Single response. Record in years or months or weeks or days, as appropriate 

[YEARS] 

[MONTHS] 

[WEEKS] 

[DAYS] 

 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H11b          [hrarr] 

What are the main reasons why you are  behind with your rent? 

Do not read out. Multiple response. If necessary probe for reasons. 

 Unexpected expenses (for things such as repairs to car or appliances, health excluding health insurance, 
education) (1)        [hrarr1] 

 Everyday living expenses (for things such as gas/electricity bills, phone bills, food, insurances) (2)  
         [hrarr2] 
 Lost job / no income (3)       [hrarr3] 

 Gambling (4)        [hrarr4] 

 Debt repayments (such as credit cards) (5)     [hrarr5] 

 Other (specify) (97)____________       [hrarr97] 

 Don’t know (-1) [exclusive]      [hrarr] 

 Refused (-2) [exclusive]       [hrarr] 
 

 

H12          [hhsval] 

What is the approximate value of your home today? I mean, how much would it bring if you sold it today? 
Include land, home improvements, and fixtures (such as curtains and light fittings) usually sold with a home. 
Exclude home contents. 

[AMOUNT $] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H_FILTER_1 
IF H8 = 1 OR H8 = 3  H12 
ELSE    H18 
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H13          [hmtg] 

Did you (and / or your partner) take out a mortgage or a home loan from a bank, credit union or some other 
financial institution to help pay for your home? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 
 

 

H13a          

How much were you paying per month? 

Interviewer note: encourage a best guess on how much they have to pay.  

[AMOUNT $] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H13b           

Do you still own this home? 

 Yes (1)   H14 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  H18 
 Refused (-2) 

H14         [hmtgout, hbehind] 

How much is left to pay off the loan? 

Interviewer note: encourage a best guess on how much they have left to pay off the loan.  

[AMOUNT $]     H15 
 Completely paid off (if $0) (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)    H18 
 Refused (-2) 

H15          [hmtgwk] 

How much is the usual repayment on this loan? 

[AMOUNT $]     H15a 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H15a         [hmtgwk] 

How frequent are these repayments? 

 Weekly (1) 
 Fortnightly (2) 
 Monthly (3) 
 Quarterly (4) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

IF H13 = 1 AND (H1 = 10 OR H1 = 11)   H13a 
IF H13 = 1     H14 
ELSE H13 = 2 OR 98 OR 99 go to H18 

Questions H13a and H13b received a single response so have been withheld from the final dataset. 

H18 
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H16          [hbehind] 

Are you currently behind with the loan repayments? 

 Yes (1)   H16a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  H18 
 Refused (-2) 

H16a         [hmtgdur, harrdur] 

How far behind are you with your loan repayments? 

Single response. Record in years or months or weeks or days, as appropriate 

[YEARS] 
[MONTHS] 
[WEEKS] 
[DAYS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H16b          [hmarr] 

What are the main reasons why you are behind with your mortgage or home loan? 

Do not read out. Multiple response. If necessary probe for reasons. 

 Unexpected expenses (for things such as repairs to car or appliances, health excluding health insurance, 
education) (1)        [hmarr1] 

 Everyday living expenses (for things such as gas/electricity bills, phone bills, food, insurances) (2)  
         [hmarr2] 

 Lost job / no income (3)       [hmarr3] 
 Gambling (4)        [hmarr4] 

 Debt repayments (such as credit cards) (5)     [hmarr5] 

 Other (specify) (97)____________       [hmarr97] 

 Don’t know (-1) [exclusive]      [hmarr] 

 Refused (-2) [exclusive]       [hmarr] 
 

 

H17          [htenure2] 

How is your housing provided? 

Interviewer note: probe carefully to clarify. If necessary read out. Single response. 

 Staying with parents rent-free (1) 
 Staying with friends or other relatives rent-free (2) 
 Home owned by parent/s not living there (3) 
 Home owned by other relative/s not living there (4) 
 Home owned by someone else (not a relative) not living there (5) 
 Provided by the public housing authority (6) 
 Provided by a community or cooperative housing group (7) 
 Provided by welfare service provider (8) 
 Life tenure contract (9) 
 Other (describe) (97)____________ 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

 H18 



29 
Wave 1 

ASK EVERYONE 

H18          [hphwlist] 

Are you currently on the waiting list for public housing or community housing accommodation? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

 

 

H19         [haccbed] 

Do you have a bedroom to yourself in the place you are currently living/staying? 

Interviewer note: bedsits, studio apartments and caravans should be treated as having one bedroom. 

 Yes (1)    H20 
 No (0)    H19a 
 Doesn’t sleep in a bedroom (2) 
 Don’t know (-1)   H20 
 Refused (-2) 

H19a         [haccbeds, hovrcrwd] 

How many other people do you usually share your bedroom with? 

Interviewer note: other people includes partners. 

[NUMBER] 
 Doesn’t sleep in bedroom (1) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H20  

In the place where you are currently living/staying do you... 

Multiple response. Select all that apply. 

 Yes 
(1) 

No 
(0) 

Don’t know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

 

Feel safe? (1)     [hst1] 

Have adequate toilet facilities? (2)     [hst2] 

Have adequate sleeping space? (3)     [hst3] 

Have cooking facilities (such as an 
oven or stove)? (4) 

    [hst4] 

Have electricity? (5)     [hst5] 
  

IF H1 ANY (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 97, -1, or -2) OR 
    H1a ANY (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 97, -1, or -2)  H19 
ELSE      H_FILTER_2 

Questions H19 to H22 for those in prison or a health facility (H1 = 10 or H1 = 11) refer to the place 
respondent lived or stayed prior to incarceration / admission. 
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H21         [hstgc] 

Is the place where you live in good condition? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H22          [htrandis] 

Approximately how far would you have to walk to get to public transport? Is it... 

Read out. Single response. 

 Less than 500 metres? (1) 
 Between 500 metres and 1 kilometre? (2) 
 1 to 2 kilometres? (3) 
 3 to 5 kilometres? (4) 
 More than 5 kilometres? (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 

H23         [hlooking] 

Are you currently looking for another place to live? 

Interviewer note:  we are interested in active forms of search here. The respondent simply placing their name 
on the public housing waiting list should not be considered as an active form of search. 

 Yes (1)   H24 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  H26 
 Refused (-2) 

H24          [hlookdur] 

How long have you been looking for another place to live? 

Single response. Record in years or months or weeks or days, as appropriate 

[YEARS] 
[MONTHS] 
[WEEKS] 
[DAYS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H25         [hlookobs] 

Is there anything preventing you from finding another place to live? 

 Yes (1)   H25a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  H26 
 Refused (-2) 
  

H_FILTER_2 
IF H1 = 10 OR H1 = 11  H26 
ELSE    H23 
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H25a          [hlobs] 

What are the main barriers preventing you from finding another place to live? 

Interviewer note: probe for reasons. Do not read out. Multiple response. 

 Too expensive; shortage of affordable accommodation (1)   [hlobs1] 

 Unemployment (2)       [hlobs2] 

 Discrimination (3)       [hlobs3] 

 Poor location of available accommodation (4)    [hlobs4] 

 Poor quality of available accommodation (5)    [hlobs5] 

 Poor rental history (6)       [hlobs6] 

 No rental history / references (7)      [hlobs7] 

 Health / disability (8)       [hlobs8] 

 Other (specify) (97)____________       [hlobs97] 

 Don’t know (-1) [exclusive]      [hlobs] 

 Refused (-2) [exclusive]       [hlobs] 

ASK EVERYONE 

H26         [hhishmls] 

Thinking about both your current and past experiences, have you ever stayed in any of the following places 
because you did not have a place to live? 

Interviewer note: by a place to live we mean a place that the respondent either owned, was renting, or was 
buying. If necessary clarify: a "temporary stay" is one in which a person has stayed or intends to stay with 
relatives or friends for less than 3 months. Read out all categories. 

 Yes 
(1) 

No 
(0) 

Don’t know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

 

Stayed with relatives temporarily (because you 
did not have a place to live) (1) 

    [hhhis1] 

Stayed at a friend’s house temporarily (because 
you did not have a place to live) (2) 

    [hhhis2] 

Stayed in a caravan, mobile home, cabin, 
houseboat (because you did not have a place to 
live) (3) 

    [hhhis3] 

Stayed at a boarding house or hostel (because 
you did not have a place to live) (4) 

    [hhhis4] 

Stayed in a hotel or motel (because you did not 
have a place to live) (5) 

    [hhhis5] 

Stayed in crisis accommodation or a refuge (6)     [hhhis6] 

Squatted in an abandoned building (7)     [hhhis7] 

Slept rough (such as sleeping in cars, tents, trains 
or anywhere else outdoors) (because you did not 
have a place to live) (8) 

    [hhhis8] 

H26a        [hhhisot, hhishmls] 

Have you ever stayed in any other places because you did not have a place to live? 

 Yes (1)   H26b 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  H_FILTER_3 
 Refused (-2) 
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H26b          

What type of place or places did you stay in? 

[ENTER TYPE OF OTHER PLACE] 

 

H27          [hhhisdur] 

How long in total have you had to stay in the sort of places we were just talking about. 

Do not read out. Single response. 

 Less than 6 months (1) 
 6 to 11 months (2) 
 12 to 23 months (3) 
 2 to 3 years (4) 
 4 to 5 years (5) 

 6 to 20 years (6) 
 More than 20 years (7) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H28          [hfhlage] 

How old were you the first time that you were without a place to live? 

[AGE] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H29          [hfhldur] 

For how long were you without a place to live the first time? 

If necessary read out. Single response. 

 Less than one week (1) 
 1 to 4 weeks (2) 
 1 to 3 months (3) 
 4 to 6 months (4) 
 More than 6 months (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
  

H_FILTER_3 
IF ANY H26 = 1 OR H26a = 1  H27 
ELSE     H_FILTER_4 
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H30         [hfhlr] 

What led to you being without a place to live the first time? 

Interviewer note: if necessary encourage response by saying "what else?" or "anything else". Probe to clarify 
and confirm with respondent their answers to what led them to be without a place. Do not read out. Multiple 
response. 

 Financial difficulties (1)       [hfhlr1] 

 Relationship/family breakdown or conflict (2)    [hfhlr2] 

 Domestic and family violence or abuse (3)     [hfhlr3] 

 Non-family violence (4)       [hfhlr4] 

 Employment problems/unemployment (5)     [hfhlr5] 

 Mental health issues (6)       [hfhlr6] 

 Other health/medical issues (7)      [hfhlr7] 
 Problematic drug or substance use (8)     [hfhlr8] 

 Problematic gambling (9)      [hfhlr9] 

 Transition from state care (foster care, residential care or kin care) (10)  [hfhlr10] 

 Was evicted/asked to leave by landlord (11)    [hfhlr11] 

 Natural disaster or fire (12)      [hfhlr12] 

 End of lease (13)       [hfhlr13] 

 Other (specify) (97)____________       [hfhlr97] 

 Don’t know (-1) [exclusive]      [hfhlr] 

 Refused (-2) [exclusive]       [hfhlr] 

H30a          [hhlmore] 

Have there been any other times that you were without a place to live? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 

H31          [hhlstill] 

And can I check if you are still without your own place to live? That is a place you own, privately rent, or is 
public housing? 

 Yes, currently without my own place to live (1) 
 No, currently have my own place to live (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 
  

IF H1 ANY (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 97, -1, or -2) AND HIDCURRENTSTATUS =2 AND 
    (ANY H26 = 1 OR H26a = 1)  H31 
ELSE     H_FILTER_4 

H_FILTER_4 
IF (H8 ANY (1, 3, or 5) OR (H8 = 2 AND H9 ANY (1, 4, or 9)) OR H31 ANY (0, -1, or -2)) AND 
    H30a ANY (1, -1, or -2)   H32 
ELSE     H_FILTER_5 
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H32          [hlhlago] 

Thinking of the most recent time that you were without a place to live, how long ago did that time begin? 

Single response. Record in years or months or weeks or days, as appropriate 

[YEARS] 
[MONTHS] 
[WEEKS] 
[DAYS] 
 Never (1) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H33          [hlhldur] 

And how long were you without a place to live this most recent time? 

If necessary read out. Single response. 

 Less than one week (1) 
 1 to 4 weeks (2) 
 1 to 3 months (3) 
 4 to 6 months (4) 
 More than 6 months (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H34          [hlhlr] 

What led to you being without a place to live this most recent time? 

Interviewer note: if necessary encourage response by saying "what else?" or "anything else". Probe to clarify 
and confirm with respondent their answers to what led them to be without a place the most recent time. Do not 
read out. Multiple response. 

 Financial difficulties (1)       [hlhlr1] 
 Relationship/family breakdown or conflict (2)    [hlhlr2] 

 Domestic and family violence or abuse (3)     [hlhlr3] 

 Non-family violence (4)       [hlhlr4] 
 Employment problems/unemployment (5)     [hlhlr5] 

 Mental health issues (6)       [hlhlr6] 
 Other health/medical issues (7)      [hlhlr7] 

 Problematic drug or substance use (8)     [hlhlr8] 

 Problematic gambling (9)      [hlhlr9] 

 Transition from state care (foster care, residential care or kin care) (10)  [hlhlr10] 

 Was evicted/asked to leave by landlord (11)    [hlhlr11] 

 Natural disaster or fire (12)      [hlhlr12] 

 End of lease (13)       [hlhlr13] 

 Other (specify) (97)____________       [hlhlr97] 

 Don’t know (-1) [exclusive]      [hlhlr] 

 Refused (-2) [exclusive]       [hlhlr] 
 

 
  

H_FILTER_5 
IF H1 ANY (7, 8, 9, or 97) OR H31 = 1 OR H4 < 3 MONTHS  H35 
ELSE        H_FILTER_6 
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H35          [hsp3mdur] 

When was the last time you had a place to live where you were in the same place for 3 months or more? 

Record in years or months or weeks or days, as appropriate 

[YEARS] 
[MONTHS] 
[WEEKS]  
[DAYS] 
 Never (1)   H_FILTER_6 
 Don’t know (-1)  H36 
 Refused (-2)   H36 

H36          [hsp3mtyp] 

Was this place ... 

Read out. Single response. 

 A house or townhouse? (1) 
 An apartment, flat or unit? (2) 
 A caravan, mobile home or cabin? (3) 
 A boarding or rooming house or hostel? (4) 
 Some other type of accommodation (specify)? (5)____________ 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H37          [hsp3mp] 

Who were you living with, if anyone, the last time you had a place to live for 3 months or more in the same 
place? 

Do not read out. Multiple response. 

 Partner/spouse/boyfriend/girlfriend (1)     [hsp3mp1] 

 Children under 18 years (2)      [hsp3mp2] 

 Parents/parents in-law (3)      [hsp3mp3] 

 Foster family (4)       [hsp3mp4] 

 Sisters and/or brothers, sisters- and/or brothers- in-law (5)   [hsp3mp5] 

 Your adult children (6)       [hsp3mp6] 
 Grandparents (7)       [hsp3mp7] 
 Other relatives (8)       [hsp3mp8] 

 Paid carer (9)        [hsp3mp9] 

 Friends (10)        [hsp3mp10] 

 Other residents (11)       [hsp3mp11] 

 No one (12) [exclusive]       [hsp3mp12] 

 Other persons (specify) (97)____________      [hsp3mp97] 
 Don’t know (-1) [exclusive]      [hsp3mp] 

 Refused (-2) [exclusive]       [hsp3mp] 

H38          [hsp3mown] 

Did you and/or your partner own that place? 

Interviewer note: if necessary clarify by saying ’I mean the place where you last lived for 3 months or more in 
the same place’. 

 Yes (1)   H38a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  H39 
 Refused (-2)  

H36 
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H38a         [hsp3mmi, hsp3week] 

Were you paying off a mortgage at that place? 

 Yes (1)   H38b 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  H39 
 Refused (-2) 

H38b         [hsp3mtg, hsp3week] 

How much were you paying? 

[MONTHLY $] (If monthly amount given) 
[WEEKLY $] (If weekly amount given) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H38c         [hsp3mmn]  

Are you still paying off that mortgage? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 

H39         [hsp3mri, hsp3week] 

Were you paying rent or board at that place? 

 Yes (1)   H39a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  H40 
 Refused (-2) 

H39a          [hsp3rent, hsp3week] 

How much rent or board were you paying? 

[WEEKLY $] (If weekly amount given) 
[MONTHLY $] (If monthly amount given) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H39b          [hsp3mrn]  

Are you still paying rent or board for this place? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
  

 H40 
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H40          [hsp3ml] 

Why did you leave that place? 

Interviewer note: if necessary encourage response by saying "what else?" or "anything else". Probe to clarify 
and confirm with respondent their answers to what led them to leave that place. Do not read out. Multiple 
response. 

 Financial difficulties (1)       [hsp3ml1] 

 Relationship/family breakdown or conflict (2)    [hsp3ml2] 

 Domestic and family violence or abuse (3)     [hsp3ml3] 

 Non-family violence (4)       [hsp3ml4] 

 Employment problems/unemployment (5)     [hsp3ml5] 
 Mental health issues (6)       [hsp3ml6] 

 Other health/medical issues (7)      [hsp3ml7] 
 Problematic drug or substance use (8)     [hsp3ml8] 

 Problematic gambling (9)      [hsp3ml9] 

 Transition from state care (foster care, residential care or kin care) (10)  [hsp3ml10] 

 Was evicted/asked to leave by landlord (11)    [hsp3ml11] 

 Natural disaster or fire (12)      [hsp3ml12] 

 End of lease (13)       [hsp3ml13] 

 Other (specify) (97)____________       [hsp3ml97] 

 Don’t know (-1) [exclusive]      [hsp3ml] 

 Refused (-2) [exclusive]       [hsp3ml] 
 

 

H41          [hnum6mv] 

Now I’m going to ask you a few questions about the different places you have lived in over the last 6 months. 
I know that it might be difficult to remember every single place that you have lived in if you have moved 
around a lot, so do your best to give me a rough idea of your movements over this time.  How many different 
places have you lived in over the last 6 months? 

[NUMBER]   H42 
 Don’t know (-1)  H41a 
 Refused (-2)   H41a 

H41a         [hnum6mi] 

Is it ... 

Read out. Single response. 

 1 to 5? (1) 
 6 to 10? (2) 
 11 to 15? (3) 
 16 to 20? (4) 
 More than 20? (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

H_FILTER_6 
IF H4 < 6 MONTHS OR H4 = -1 OR H4 = -2  H41 
ELSE      H44 
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H42  

Thinking about the different places you have lived, over the last 6 months, how much time have you spent ... 

Interviewer note: if necessary repeat "in the last 6 months, how much have time have you spent..." read out. 

 None 
(1) 

Less 
than 1 
week 

(2) 

1 to 3 
weeks 

(3) 

4 to 8 
weeks 

(4) 

9 to 12 
weeks 

(5) 

13 to 
16 

weeks 
(6) 

17 to 
20 

weeks 
(7) 

21 to 
24 

weeks 
(8) 

More 
than 24 
weeks 

(9) 

Don’t 
know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

 

In your own place (that you were renting, 
owned, or were buying)? (1) 

           [hth1, 
hth1r] 

In your parent’s home? (2)            [hth2, 
hth2r] 

In the homes of other relatives? (3)            [hth3, 
hth3r] 

In the homes of friends? (4)            [hth4, 
hth4r] 

In a caravan, cabin or mobile home (5)            [hth5, 
hth5r] 

In a boarding house or hostel? (6)            [hth6, 
hth6r] 

In a hotel or motel? (7)            [hth7, 
hth7r] 

In foster care, residential care or kin care? 
(8) 

           [hth8, 
hth8r] 
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Squatting in an abandoned building? (9)            [hth9, 
hth9r] 

Sleeping rough. if necessary: such the street, 
a park, tent, train station, or improvised 
shelter. (10) 

           [hth10, 
hth10r] 

In emergency or crisis accommodation? 
(11) 

           [hth11, 
hth11r] 

In a hospital, nursing home, health or other 
treatment facility (i.e. Rehabilitation)? (12) 

           [hth12, 
hth12r] 

In a juvenile or youth detention centre, an 
adult prison, or a remand centre? (13) 

           [hth13, 
hth13r] 

H43          [htoth] 

Have you lived in any other places in the last 6 months? 

Read out. Single response. 

 Yes (1)   H43a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  H44 
 Refused (-2) 

H43a           

What sort of places? 

[ENTER PLACES] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
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H43b          [htothp] 

And how long did you stay there? 

If necessary read out. Single response. 

 Less than 1 week (2) 
 1 to 3 weeks (3) 
 4 to 8 weeks (4) 
 9 to 12 weeks (5) 
 13 to 16 weeks (6) 
 17 to 20 weeks (7) 
 21 to 24 weeks (8) 
 More than 24 weeks (9) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 
ASK EVERYONE 

H44         [haccsit] 

Which one of the following best describes how you see your housing situation at the moment? 

Read out. Single response. 

 Secure in your accommodation (1) 
 At risk of being homeless (2) 
 Homeless (3) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

GO TO SECTION S 
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S. Support Services and Networks 
 

S1          [sfamcon] 

The next few questions are about your relationships with your family and friends. Let’s begin with members 
of your family that do not live with you. Have you been in contact (including visits, telephone calls, letters 
and electronic mail messages) with any members of your family over the last 6 months? 

 Yes (1)   S1a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  S2a 
 Refused (-2) 

S1a          [sfamfr] 

How often? 

Interviewer note: this is for any contact. If contact is made with multiple people, record the one contacted most 
frequently. For example if contact mother ’once a day ’and father ’once a month’ record ’once a day’. Read out. 
Single response. 

 A few times a day (1) 
 Once a day (2) 
 A few times a week (3) 
 Once a week (4) 
 At least once a month (5) 
 Less often than that (6) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

ASK EVERYONE 

S2a          [sfriends] 

I am now going to ask some questions about your friends, and by friends I mean people you can share your 
thoughts and feelings with and who stick by you when you need them. About how many friends do you 
have? 

[NUMBER]   S3 
 None (0)   S10 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S2b          [sfriendi] 

Would you say: 

Read out. Single response. 

 5 or less (1) 
 6 to 10 (2) 
 11 to 20 (3) 
 21 to 50 (4) 
 More than 50 (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 

IF S2b ANY (1, 2, 3, 4, or 5)   S3 
ELSE     S10 

S2b 
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S3          [sfrcdays] 

In the last week, on how many days were you in contact with <"your friends"/"your friend">? 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S4          [sfrfte] 

How many of your friends have a full-time job? 

[NUMBER]   S5 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S4a          [sfrftea] 

Would that be... 

 All or most (1) 
 Few or some (2) 
 None (3) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S5          [sfrstay] 

Are any of your friends currently staying temporarily with friends or family because they have nowhere else 
to stay, in a boarding house or emergency accommodation, or sleeping rough? 

 Yes (1)   S6 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  S7 
 Refused (-2) 

S6         [sfrstayv] 

How many? 

[NUMBER]   S7 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S6a          [sfrstaya] 

Would that be... 

Read out. Single response. 

 All or most (1) 
 Few or some (2) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
  

S6a 

S4a 



43 
Wave 1 

S7          [sfrdrug] 

To your knowledge, have any of your friends used drugs in the last 6 months (and by drugs, I mean things 
like cannabis, amphetamines, heroin, cocaine, and ecstasy)? 

Interviewer note: to assist respondents answering this question you can use the street names for the drugs (e.g. 
Pot, speed, meth, smack). 

 Yes (1)   S7a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  S8 
 Refused (-2) 

S7a          [sfrdrugv] 

How many? 

[NUMBER]   S7 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S7b          [sfrdruga] 

Would that be... 

Read out. Single response. 

 All or most (1) 
 Few or some (2) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S8          [sfrpris] 

To your knowledge, have any of your friends ever been in a juvenile justice facility, a detention centre or a 
prison in the past 6 months? 

 Yes (1)   S8a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  S9 
 Refused (-2) 

S8a          [sfrprisv] 

How many? 

[NUMBER]   S9 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S8b          [sfrprisa] 

Would that be... 

Read out. Single response. 

 All or most (1) 
 Few or some (2) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
  

S7b 

S8b 
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S9          [sfrarst] 

To your knowledge, have any of your friends been arrested or held overnight by the police in the past 6 
months? 

 Yes (1)   S9a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  S10 
 Refused (-2) 

S9a          [sfrarstv] 

How many? 

[NUMBER]   S10 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S9b         [sfrarsta] 

Would that be... 

Read out. Single response. 

 All or most (1) 
 Few or some (2) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

ASK EVERYONE 

S10          [spsff] 

How helpful are your friends and family when you need to talk to someone about a personal problem? 

Read out 

 Very helpful (1) 
 Somewhat helpful (2) 
 Neither helpful nor unhelpful (3) 
 Somewhat unhelpful (4) 
 Very unhelpful (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S10a          [swelfare] 

What about welfare services? Do you ever come into contact with them? 

Read out 

 Yes (1)   S10b 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  S11 
 Refused (-2) 
  

S9b 
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S10b          [spswelf] 

How helpful are they when you need to talk to someone about a personal problem? 

If necessary read out. 

 Very helpful (1) 
 Somewhat helpful (2) 
 Neither helpful nor unhelpful (3) 
 Somewhat unhelpful (4) 
 Very unhelpful (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S11          [spsot] 

Is there anyone else who we have not covered who you talk to when you have a personal problem? 

 Yes (1)   S11a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  S11c 
 Refused (-2) 
 

S11a           

Who is that? 

Interviewer note: allow for multiple people. Ask the question below of the first person mentioned. 

[DESCRIBE] 

S11b          [spsothlp] 

And how helpful are they? 

Read out 

 Very helpful (1) 
 Somewhat helpful (2) 
 Neither helpful nor unhelpful (3) 
 Somewhat unhelpful (4) 
 Very unhelpful (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S11c          [sfsff] 

What about when you need financial assistance, how helpful are your friends and family? 

Read out 

 Very helpful (1) 
 Somewhat helpful (2) 
 Neither helpful nor unhelpful (3) 
 Somewhat unhelpful (4) 
 Very unhelpful (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 
  

IF S10a = 1  S11d 
ELSE   S12a 
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S11d         [sfswelf] 

What about welfare services? How helpful are they when you need money or financial assistance? 

Read out 

 Very helpful (1) 
 Somewhat helpful (2) 
 Neither helpful nor unhelpful (3) 
 Somewhat unhelpful (4) 
 Very unhelpful (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

ASK EVERYONE 

S12a          [sneed] 

I am now going to read out a list of statements and I want you to indicate how much you agree or disagree 
with each as they apply to you.  

You often need help from other people but can’t get it? Do you: 

Read out 

 Strongly agree (1) 
 Agree (2) 
 Neither agree nor disagree (3) 
 Disagree (4) 
 Strongly disagree (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S12b         [slean] 

You have someone you can lean on in times of trouble. Again, do you: 

Read out 

 Strongly agree (1) 
 Agree (2) 
 Neither agree nor disagree (3) 
 Disagree (4) 
 Strongly disagree (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S12c          [scheer] 

There is someone who can always cheer you up when you are down. 

If necessary read out response options again. 

 Strongly agree (1) 
 Agree (2) 
 Neither agree nor disagree (3) 
 Disagree (4) 
 Strongly disagree (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
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S12d          [slonely] 

You often feel very lonely. 

If necessary read out response options again. 

 Strongly agree (1) 
 Agree (2) 
 Neither agree nor disagree (3) 
 Disagree (4) 
 Strongly disagree (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S12e         [stlkgood] 

When something’s on your mind, just talking with the people you know can make you feel better. 

If necessary read out response options again. 

 Strongly agree (1) 
 Agree (2) 
 Neither agree nor disagree (3) 
 Disagree (4) 
 Strongly disagree (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S13a          [shousrv] 

Have you used any of the following welfare services in the last 6 months? Housing services? That is, services 
that provide assistance to secure or maintain your housing. 

 Yes (1)   S13ai 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  S13b 
 Refused (-2) 

S13ai          [shoucnt] 

How many times have you used this type of service in the last 6 months? 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S13b          [stensrv] 

In the last 6 months have you used tenancy services? That is services that provide advice and advocacy for 
renters. 

 Yes (1)   S13bi 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  S13c 
 Refused (-2) 

S13bi          [stencnt] 

How many times have you used this type of service in the last 6 months? 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
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S13c          [semsrv] 

In the last 6 months have you used emergency relief services? That is, services that provide assistance and 
food, clothing or vouchers. 

 Yes (1)   S13ci 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  S13d 
 Refused (-2) 

S13ci          [semcnt] 

How many times in the last 6 months? 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S13d          [slegsrv] 

In the last 6 months have you used legal aid? That is, services that provide free legal assistance. 

 Yes (1)   S13di 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  S13e 
 Refused (-2) 

S13di          [slegcnt] 

How many times in the last 6 months? 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S13e          [sfinsrv] 

In the last 6 months have you used financial support services? That is, free services that help you budget, 
manage debts and/or understand your financial situations and options. 

 Yes (1)   S13ei 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  S13f 
 Refused (-2) 

S13ei          [sfincnt] 

How many times in the last 6 months? 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S13f          [sgamsrv] 

In the last 6 months have you used gambling support services? That is, free services that assist with 
problem gambling. 

 Yes (1)   S13fi 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  S13g 
 Refused (-2) 
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S13fi          [sgamcnt] 

How many times in the last 6 months? 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S13g         [smlsrv]  

In the last 6 months have you used meals programs? That is, services that provide free meals – for example, 
the Salvation Army. 

 Yes (1)   S13gi 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  S13h 
 Refused (-2) 

S13gi          [smlcnt] 

How many times in the last 6 months? 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S13h          [sfvisrv] 

In the last 6 months have you used family violence services? That is, services that provide assistance to 
people experiencing violence in their homes. 

 Yes (1)   S13hi 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  S14 
 Refused (-2) 

S13hi          [sfvicnt] 

How many times in the last 6 months? 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

S14          [sdiff] 

Have you experienced any difficulties accessing any of these welfare services in the last six months? 

 Yes (1)   S14a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  SECTION HW 
 Refused (-2) 
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S14a          [sdiffr] 

What were the reasons you had difficulty accessing these services? 

Do not read out. Multiple response 

 Don’t trust them (1)       [sdiffr1] 
 Disability restricts access to service (2)     [sdiffr2] 

 Waiting too long / appointment not available at time required (3)  [sdiffr3] 

 Language difficulties (4)       [sdiffr4] 
 No service in area (5)       [sdiffr5] 
 Inadequate services in area (6)      [sdiffr6] 

 Transport / distance (7)       [sdiffr7] 
 Poor customer service (8)      [sdiffr8] 

 Discrimination because of ethnic or cultural background (9)   [sdiffr9] 
 Other (specify) (10)____________      [sdiffr10] 

 Don’t know (-1) [exclusive]      [sdiff] 

 Refused (-2) [exclusive]       [sdiff] 
 

 

GO TO SECTION HW 
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HW. Health and Wellbeing  
 

HW1          [hwsexprf] 

Which of the following categories best describes your sexual orientation? Heterosexual (straight), 
homosexual (gay or lesbian), or bisexual? 

 Heterosexual (1) 
 Homosexual (2) 
 Bisexual (3) 
 Don’t know / unsure (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW2          [hwrating] 

We now have some questions about your physical and mental health. In general, would you say that your 
health is: 

Read out. 

 Excellent (1) 
 Very good (2) 
 Good (3) 
 Fair (4) 
 Poor (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW3          [hw4wint] 

During the past 4 weeks, how much of the time has your physical health or emotional problems interfered 
with your daily activities? Was it: 

Read out. 

 All of the time (1) 
 Most of the time (2) 
 Some of the time (3) 
 A little of the time (4) 
 None of the time (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW4          [hw1ycomp] 

Compared to one year ago, how would you rate your health in general now? Would you say it is ... 

Read out.  Single response. 

 Much better now than one year ago (1) 
 Somewhat better now than one year ago (2) 
 About the same as one year ago (3) 
 Somewhat worse now than one year ago (4) 
 Much worse now than one year ago (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
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HW5          [hwlngtrm] 

Do you have any long-term health condition, impairment or disability that restricts you in your everyday 
activities, and has lasted or is likely to last, for 6 months or more? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW6  

I will now read out a list of common mental and physical problems and ask you to indicate if you have ever 
been diagnosed with any of these by a doctor or other health professional, such as a psychologist or nurse. 

Read out. 

 Yes 
(1) 

No 
(0) 

Don’t 
know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

 

Stroke (1)     [hwcond1] 

Any other heart or circulatory condition, like a 
heart attack, angina or high blood pressure (2) 

    [hwcond2] 

Diabetes (3)     [hwcond3] 

Asthma (4)     [hwcond4] 

Chronic bronchitis or emphysema (5)     [hwcond5] 

Cancer (6)     [hwcond6] 

Problems with your liver (7)     [hwcond7] 

Arthritis, gout or rheumatism (8)     [hwcond8] 

Epilepsy (9)     [hwcond9] 

Kidney disease (10)     [hwcond10] 

Hepatitis c (11)     [hwcond11] 

Chronic neck or back problems (12)     [hwcond12] 

Intellectual disability (13)     [hwcond13] 

Acquired brain injury (14)     [hwcond14] 

Bipolar affective disorder (manic depression) (15)     [hwcond15] 

Schizophrenia (16)     [hwcond16] 

Depression (17)     [hwcond17] 

Post traumatic stress disorder (18)     [hwcond18] 

Anxiety disorder (19)     [hwcond19] 

HW7  

In the last six months have you ever had any of the following problems? 

Read out. 

 Yes 
(1) 

No 
(0) 

Don’t know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

 

Sight problems, not corrected 
by glasses or contact lens (1) 

    [hwprob1] 

Hearing problems (2)     [hwprob2] 

Migraines (3)     [hwprob3] 

Stomach ulcers (4)     [hwprob4] 

Eye infections (5)     [hwprob5] 

Ear infections (6)     [hwprob6] 

Skin infections (7)     [hwprob7] 

Pneumonia (8)     [hwprob8] 

Gastro problems (9)     [hwprob9] 
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HW8a         [hwk6nrv, hwk6scr] 

I am now going to ask you some questions about how you have been feeling in the past 4 weeks. If necessary 
repeat response categories if respondent is having trouble remembering the different response options. 
Read out. Single response. In the past 4 weeks how often did you feel nervous? Was it: 

 All of the time (1) 
 Most of the time (2) 
 Some of the time (3) 
 A little of the time (4) 
 None of the time (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW8b         [hwk6hope, hwk6scr] 

(In the past 4 weeks), how often did you feel without hope? Again, was it: 

Read out. Single response. 

 All of the time (1) 
 Most of the time (2) 
 Some of the time (3) 
 A little of the time (4) 
 None of the time (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW8c            [hwk6rest, hwk6scr] 

(In the past 4 weeks), how often did you feel restless or fidgety? 

Read out. Single response. 

 All of the time (1) 
 Most of the time (2) 
 Some of the time (3) 
 A little of the time (4) 
 None of the time (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW8d         [hwk6efrt, hwk6scr] 

(In the past 4 weeks), how often did you feel that everything was an effort? 

If necessary read out. Single response. 

 All of the time (1) 
 Most of the time (2) 
 Some of the time (3) 
 A little of the time (4) 
 None of the time (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
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HW8e         [hwk6chr, hwk6scr] 

(In the past 4 weeks), how often did you feel so sad that nothing could cheer you up? 

If necessary read out. Single response. 

 All of the time (1) 
 Most of the time (2) 
 Some of the time (3) 
 A little of the time (4) 
 None of the time (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW8f         [hwk6wrth, hwk6scr] 

(In the past 4 weeks) how often did you feel worthless? 

If necessary read out. Single response. 

 All of the time (1) 
 Most of the time (2) 
 Some of the time (3) 
 A little of the time (4) 
 None of the time (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW9          [hw6mdr] 

During the last 6 months, have you ever been to see a doctor or other health professional about your health? 

 Yes (1)   HW9a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  HW11 
 Refused (-2) 

HW9a          [hw6mdrmp] 

Did you go for a problem with your mental or emotional health or with your physical health? 

 Mental or emotional (1) 
 Physical (2) 
 Both (3) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW10  

What types of doctors or health professionals have you seen? Did you see ... 

 Yes 
(1) 

No 
(0) 

Don’t 
know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

 

A GP (general practitioner) (1)     [hw6mdt1] 

A hospital doctor (2)     [hw6mdt2] 

A mental health professional, such as a 
psychiatrist or psychologist (3) 

    [hw6mdt3] 

A specialist doctor (but not in a hospital) (4)     [hw6mdt4] 

A dentist (5)     [hw6mdt5] 

Some other type of health professional (for 
example, a physiotherapist, podiatrist, 
chiropractor, nurse, or alternative health 
practitioner.) (6) 

    [hw6mdt6] 
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ASK EVERYONE 

HW11          [hw6mhos] 

And during the last 6 months, were you ever admitted as a patient to a hospital? 

Interviewer note: this includes psychiatric hospitals. 

 Yes (1)   HW11a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  HW12 
 Refused (-2) 

HW11a          [hw6mhcnt] 

On how many separate occasions were you admitted in the last 6 months? 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

ASK EVERYONE 

HW12          [hw6mdrug] 

And have you attended a drug and alcohol service in the last 6 months? 

Interviewer note: this includes any service or facility established or maintained primarily for the care, 
treatment or rehabilitation of persons with issues associated with alcohol or drug dependence. This excludes 
self-help groups such as alcoholics or narcotics anonymous. 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW13          [hw6malc] 

I am now going to ask you some questions about your use of alcohol and other drugs. Remember that your 
answers to these questions will be treated in the strictest confidence. That is, we will not be telling anyone 
the answers to these questions. We are only interested in understanding what alcohol or other drugs you 
might use and how often. I will ask you about whether you have used a drug in the last 6 months and if so 
how often. Have you drunk alcohol in the last 6 months? 

 Yes (1)   HW14 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  HW17 
 Refused (-2) 

HW14          [hwalcfr] 

How often do you usually have at least one (standard) drink? Would it be ... 

Interviewer note: if asked, we mean ’standard drinks’, where a standard drink is a small glass of wine, a 285 ml 
glass of regular strength beer, a nip of spirits, or a mixed drink. Read out. Single response. 

 Every day (1) 
 5 or 6 days per week (2) 
 3 or 4 days per week (3) 
 1 or 2 days per week (4) 
 1 to 3 days per month (5) 
 Less than once a month (6) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
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HW15          [hwalcday] 

And on a day that you do drink, how many (standard) drinks do you usually have? 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW16          [hw1m5std] 

Think now of just the last month. On how many occasions did you have more than 4 (standard) drinks? 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW17         [hwcigtob] 

Have you smoked or used tobacco in the last 6 months? 

 Yes (1)   HW18 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  HW20 
 Refused (-2) 

HW18         [hwcigfr] 

How often do you smoke or use tobacco? Would it be... 

Read out. Single response. 

 Every day (1) 
 At least weekly (but not every day) (2)  HW19 
 1 to 3 days per month (3) 
 Less than once a month (4) 
 Don’t know (-1)    HW20 
 Refused (-2) 

HW19          [hwcigday] 

On average, about how many cigarettes would you smoke each day? 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW20          [hwmarcan] 

Have you used marijuana or cannabis in the last 6 months? 

Read out if necessary: this can be known as pot, weed, dope, grass, ganja or hashish. 

 Yes (1)   HW21 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  HW22 
 Refused (-2) 
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HW21          [hwmarfr] 

How often do you use cannabis? Would it be... 

Read out. Single response. 

 Every day (1) 
 5 or 6 days per week (2) 
 3 or 4 days per week (3) 
 1 or 2 days per week (4) 
 1 to 3 days per month (5) 
 Less than once a month (6) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW22          [hwilgl] 

Have you used any other type of street (illegal) drug in the last six months. (This might include 
amphetamines, such as speed and ice, heroin, cocaine, ecstasy, and so on.) 

Interviewer note: also included here are methamphetamines (e.g., crystal meth). 

 Yes (1)   HW23 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  HW_FILTER_1 
 Refused (-2) 

HW23          [hwilglfr] 

How often do you use these other types of street drugs? 

Read out. Single response. 

 Every day (1) 
 5 or 6 days per week (2) 
 3 or 4 days per week (3) 
 1 or 2 days per week (4) 
 1 to 3 days per month (5) 
 Less than once a month (6) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW24          [hwinject] 

Have you ever injected these drugs? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 

HW25          [hwexdrgi] 

On average, approximately, how much do you spend each week on cannabis or other street (illegal) drugs? 

[AMOUNT $] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW_FILTER_1 
IF HW20 = 1 OR HW22 = 1    HW25 
ELSE     HW26 
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HW26          [hwsniff] 

Have you sniffed glue or petrol in the last 6 months? 

 Yes (1)   HW26a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  HW27 
 Refused (-2) 

HW26a          [hwsnfr] 

How often do you sniff glue or petrol? 

Read out. Single response. 

 Every day (1) 
 5 or 6 days per week (2) 
 3 or 4 days per week (3) 
 1 or 2 days per week (4) 
 1 to 3 days per month (5) 
 Less than once a month (6) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW27          [hwprm] 

Have you taken any prescription medication in the last 6 months? 

 Yes (1)   HW27a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  HW28 
 Refused (-2) 

HW27a          [hwprmwho] 

Was it prescribed for you? 

Interviewer note: in cases where the respondent says they have used both prescription drugs which have been 
prescribed to them and on other occasions prescription drugs not prescribed to them code as ‘yes, but not all’. 

 Yes (1) 
 Yes, but not all (2) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW27b          [hwprmov] 

In the last 6 months have you ever taken more than the daily prescribed amount (because of pain or any 
other reason)? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

HW28          [hwdaprob] 

Do you feel that you have a problem with drugs or alcohol? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
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HW29          [hwdatrt] 

Have you ever been treated for drug or alcohol problems? 

 Yes (1)   HW30 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  HW31 
 Refused (-2) 

HW30          [hwdatdur] 

How recently have you received treatment? 

If necessary read out. Single response. 

 Currently receiving treatment (1) 
 Within the last 3 months (2) 
 In the last 4 to 12 months (3) 
 Over 12 months ago (4) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

ASK EVERYONE 

HW31  

I am now going to ask you some questions about how satisfied or dissatisfied you are with some of the 
things happening in your life? I am going to read out a list of different aspects of life, and I want you to pick a 
number between 0 and 10 to indicate how satisfied or dissatisfied you are with each. The more satisfied you 
are, the higher the number you should pick. The less satisfied you are, the lower the number you should 
pick. A score of 0 means you are “totally dissatisfied” while a score of 10 would mean you are “totally 
satisfied". On a scale from 0 to 10, how satisfied are you with... 

Read out 

 Score  
(0-10) 

Don’t know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

 

Your health (1) ____   [hwlsat1] 

Your housing situation (2) ____   [hwlsat2] 

The neighbourhood in which you live (3) ____   [hwlsat3] 

Your opportunities for paid employment (4) ____   [hwlsat4] 

Your financial situation (5) ____   [hwlsat5] 

How safe you feel (6) ____   [hwlsat6] 

Your close relationships with family or friends (7) ____   [hwlsat7] 
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HW32          [hwsatall] 

All things considered, how satisfied are you with your life? Again, pick a number between 0 and 10 to 
indicate how satisfied you are. 

If necessary read out: a score of 0 means you are "totally dissatisfied" while a score of 10 would mean you are 
"totally satisfied". 

 Score  
(0-10) 

Don’t know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

Overall Satisfaction ____   
 

HW33          [hwsatfut] 

Now think about your future. How satisfied are you with the way your future life prospects are shaping up? 
Again, pick a number between 0 and 10 to indicate how satisfied you are. 

If necessary read out: a score of 0 means you are "totally dissatisfied" while a score of 10 would mean you are 
"totally satisfied". 

 Score  
(0-10) 

Don’t know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

Satisfaction with future prospects ____   
 

GO TO SECTION F 
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F. Family History  
 

F1          [fcarer14] 

The next few questions are about life growing up in your family. For some people some of these questions 
might be regarded as very personal. These questions are an important part of this study, but of course you 
are free to choose not to answer any question that you are uncomfortable with. Were you living with both 
your own mother and your own father around the time you were 14 years old? 

If necessary say: ’own’ means biological or adoptive parent (if adopted as an infant). 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  
 Refused (-2) 
 

 

F1a          [fcarer14] 

Who were your principal caregivers around this time? 

If necessary read out. Single response. 

 Father and stepmother (1) 
 Mother and stepfather (2) 
 Father only (3) 
 Mother only (4) 
 Other relatives (but not parents) (5) 
 Foster parent/s (6) 
 Other (specify) (7)____________        
 Had no principal caregiver/s at that time (living alone, living in state based residential care etc) (8) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

F1b          [frnnop] 

Why were you not living with both parents? 

Do not read out. Multiple response. 

 Parent/s died (1)       [frnnop1] 
 Parents separated or divorced (2)     [frnnop2] 

 Parents were never married or never lived together (3)   [frnnop3] 
 Parent/s were unable to provide care due to poor health (4)   [frnnop4] 

 Parent/s were unable to provide care due to other reason (specify) (5)     [frnnop5] 

 Conflict / relationship problems with parents (6)    [frnnop6] 

 Other reason (specify) (97)____________      [frnnop97] 
 Don’t know (-1) [exclusive]      [frnnop] 
 Refused (-2) [exclusive]       [frnnop] 

  

IF F1 = 0   F1a 
ELSE   F2 
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F2          [fpcemp] 

Still thinking of the time when you were around 14 years old, < was your principal caregiver" / "were your 
principal caregivers"> in paid employment? 

Do not read out. Single response. 

 Yes, both (1) 
 Yes, but only one (2) 
 No / neither (3) 
 Other (specify) (97)____________ 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

F3 

I am now going to read out some statements and I want you to tell me how well they describe your life when 
you were growing up. Please choose your answers from showcard F3.  

If necessary, read out "never true, hardly ever true, sometimes true, often true, and very often true". 

 Never 
true 
(1) 

Hardl
y ever 
true 
(2) 

Somet
imes 
true 
(3) 

Often 
true 
(4) 

Very 
often 
true 
(5) 

Don’t 
know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

 

You knew there was 
someone to take care of 
you and protect you? 
Was this: (1) 

       [fheprot] 

(When you were 
growing up) you felt 
loved? (2) 

       [fhelove] 

People in your family 
looked out for each 
other? (3) 

       [fhelook] 

You felt that someone 
in your family hated 
you? (4) 

       [fhehate] 

People in your family 
said hurtful or insulting 
things to you? (5) 

       [fhehurt] 

Your family was a 
source of strength and 
support? (6) 

       [fhesupp] 

F4  

When you were a child or young person at home, do you recall your parents (principal caregivers) ever not 
having enough money to... 

Read out. 

 Yes 
(1) 

No 
(0) 

Don’t know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

 

Buy your school books? (1)     [fhebook] 

Pay for school excursions? (2)     [fhexcur] 

Pay for school uniforms? (3)     [fheunif] 

IF F1a = 8  F3 
ELSE   F2 



63 
Wave 1 

F5          [fheutil] 

When you were a child or young person at home, do you recall the power or telephone ever being 
disconnected at your home because your parents (principal caregivers) were unable to pay the bills on 
time? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

F6          [fcarersf] 

How many different female caregivers did you have when you were growing up? By caregiver, we mean 
someone who was responsible for looking after you, such as a biological or adoptive mother, step-mother, 
foster mother, aunt, or grandmother. 

Interviewer note: if had no female caregivers growing up select ‘none’. 

[NUMBER]   F7 
 None (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  F13 
 Refused (-2) 

F7          [fcarfwho] 

And is the person who mainly filled the role of your mother, your... 

Interviewer note: if respondent is unable to provide who mainly filled the role of their mother ask them to refer 
to the female that cared for them the longest period. Read out. Single response. 

 Birth mother (1) 
 Adoptive mother (2) 
 Step mother (3) 
 Foster mother (4) 
 Aunt (5) 
 Grandmother (6) 
 Other (please specify) (97)____________ 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

F8          [fcarfedu] 

What was the highest level of education that your <stated caregiver in F7> completed? 

Interviewer note: if respondent asks, we are referring to the highest education level of the caregiver at the time 
the respondent was in their care. If necessary read out. Single response. 

 No schooling (1) 
 Primary school (2) 
 Some secondary, but no more than year 10 (3) 
 Year 11 or equivalent (4) 
 Year 12 or equivalent (5) 
 Technical college/TAFE (6) 
 University (7) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
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F9          [fcarfune] 

Was your <stated caregiver in F7> ever unemployed when you were growing up? 

If necessary say: by unemployed, we mean both without a job and looking for work. 

 Yes (1)   F9a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  F10 
 Refused (-2) 

F9a          [fcarfu6m] 

Was she ever unemployed for 6 months or more? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

F10          [fcarfjl1] 

When you were a child or young person at home, did your < stated caregiver in F7> ever spend time in jail? 

 Yes (1)   F10a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  F11 
 Refused (-2) 

F10a          [fcarfjl2] 

Did this happen more than once? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

F11         [fcarfmh1] 

When you were a child or young person at home, did your < stated caregiver in F7> ever stay overnight in 
hospital because of a mental health problem? 

 Yes (1)   F11a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  F12 
 Refused (-2) 

F11a          [fcarfmh2] 

Did this happen more than once? 

 Yes (1)   F11b 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  F12 
 Refused (-2) 
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F11b          [fcarfmh3] 

What was the longest period of time that your < stated caregiver in F7> stayed in hospital because of mental 
health problems? 

If necessary read out. Single response. 

 1 month or less (1) 
 2 to 6 months (2) 
 7 to 12 months (3) 
 More than 12 months (4) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

F12           

When you were a child or young person at home, did your < stated caregiver in F7>... 

 Yes 
(1) 

No 
(0) 

Don’t know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

 

Have a drinking problem or a drug problem? (1)     [fcarfda] 

Have a gambling problem? (2)     [fcarfgam] 

ASK EVERYONE 

F13          [fcarersm] 

How many different male caregivers did you have when you were growing up?  By caregiver, we mean 
someone who was responsible for looking after you, such as a biological or adoptive father, step-father, 
foster father, or grandfather. 

Interviewer note: if had no male caregivers growing up    select ‘none’. 

[NUMBER]   F14 
 None (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  F20 
 Refused (-2) 

F14          [fcarmwho] 

And is the person who mainly filled the role of your father, your... 

Interviewer note: if respondent is unable to provide who mainly filled the role of their father ask them to refer 
to the male that cared for them the longest period. Read out. Single response. 

 Birth father (1) 
 Adoptive father (2) 
 Step father (3) 
 Foster father (4) 
 Uncle (5) 
 Grandfather (6) 
 Other (please specify) (97)____________ 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
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F15          [fcarmedu] 

What was the highest level of education that your < stated caregiver in F14> completed? 

Interviewer note: if respondent asks, we are referring to the highest education level of the caregiver at the time 
the respondent was in their care .If necessary read out. Single response. 

 No schooling (1) 
 Primary school (2) 
 Some secondary, but no more than year 10 (3) 
 Year 11 or equivalent (4) 
 Year 12 or equivalent (5) 
 Technical college/TAFE (6) 
 University (7) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

F16          [fcarmune] 

Was your < stated caregiver in F14> ever unemployed when you were growing up? 

If necessary say: by unemployed, we mean both without a job and looking for work. 

 Yes (1)   F16a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  F17 
 Refused (-2) 

F16a          [fcarmu6m] 

Was he ever unemployed for 6 months or more? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

F17          [fcarmjl1] 

When you were a child or young person at home, did your < stated caregiver in F14> ever spend time in jail? 

 Yes (1)   F17a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  F18 
 Refused (-2) 

F17a          [fcarmjl2] 

Did this happen more than once? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

F18         [fcarmmh1] 

When you were a child or young person at home, did your < stated caregiver in F14> ever stay overnight in 
hospital because of a mental health problem? 

 Yes (1)   F18a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  F19 
 Refused (-2) 
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F18a          [fcarmmh2] 

Did this happen more than once? 

 Yes (1)   F18b 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  F19 
 Refused (-2) 

F18b          [fcarmmh3] 

What was the longest period of time that your < stated caregiver in F14> stayed in hospital because of 
mental health problems? 

If necessary read out. Single response. 

 1 month or less (1) 
 2 to 6 months (2) 
 7 to 12 months (3) 
 More than 12 months (4) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

F19  

When you were a child or young person at home, did your < stated caregiver in F14>... 

 Yes 
(1) 

No 
(0) 

Don’t know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

 

Have a drinking problem or a drug problem? (1)     [fcarmda] 

Have a gambling problem? (2)     [fcarmgam] 
 
ASK EVERYONE 

F20           [fincare] 

< "Think now of the time before you turned age 18. Were you ever..." / "Have you ever been..."> 

Interviewer note: formal kinship care or ’kin care’ is the placement of a child or young person who is the subject 
of a legal order with a member of their extended family or other adult with whom they have a significant 
relationship. 

 Yes 
(1) 

No 
(0) 

Don’t 
know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

 

Placed into a foster home? (1)     [ffoster] 

Placed into residential care? If necessary say: a group 
home for children, often known as "resi". (2) 

    [fresi] 

Placed into kin care, where you were cared for by 
another relative? (3) 

    [fkincare] 

 

 
  

IF ANY F20 = 1   F21 
ELSE    SECTION JS 
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F21          [fcarenum] 

Altogether, how many placements in <resi/kincare/foster> care did you have while you were growing up? 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

F22          [fcaredur] 

And how much time altogether did you spend in < resi/kincare/foster > care before you were 18 years old? 

Single response. Record in years or months or weeks or days, as appropriate 

[YEARS] 
[MONTHS] 
[WEEKS] 
[DAYS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

GO TO SECTION JS 
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JS. Contact with the Justice System 
 

JS1          [jsjuv] 

Have you ever been in a juvenile justice facility or youth detention centre? 

 Yes (1)   JS1a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  JS2 
 Refused (-2) 

JS1a          [jsjuvage] 

How old were you when you first went to juvenile detention? 

[AGE] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

JS1b          [jsjuvnum] 

How many times have you been in juvenile detention? 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

JS1c        [jsjuvdur, jsindur] 

And in total, how long have you been in juvenile detention? 

Single response. Record in years or months or weeks or days, as appropriate 

[YEARS] 
[MONTHS] 
[WEEKS] 
[DAYS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

 

JS1d         [jsjuv6m] 

Have you been in juvenile detention or a youth detention centre in the last 6 months? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

ASK EVERYONE 

JS2          [jsprs] 

Have you ever been in adult prison? 

 Yes (1)   JS2a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  JS3 
 Refused (-2) 

IF AGE (from P1) < 21  JS1d 
ELSE    JS2 
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JS2a          [jsprsage] 

How old were you when you first went to adult prison? 

[AGE] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

JS2b         [jsprsnum] 

How many times have you been in an adult prison? 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

JS2c         [jsprsdur, jsindur] 

And in total, how long have you been in an adult prison? 

Single response. Record in years or months or weeks or days, as appropriate 

[YEARS] 
[MONTHS] 
[WEEKS] 
[DAYS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

JS2d          [jsprs6m] 

Have you been in an adult prison in the last 6 months? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

ASK EVERYONE 

JS3          [jsrem] 

Have you ever been in remand?     

Interviewer note: a person is considered to be on remand when they have been charged with an offence and 
held in custody, but have not yet either been to court or been sentenced. A remand facility is one where remand 
prisoners are held, usually separated from sentenced prisoners. 

 Yes (1)   JS3a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  JS4 
 Refused (-2) 

JS3a         [jsremage] 

How old were you the first time you went to remand? 

[AGE] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
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JS3b         [jsremnum] 

How many times have you been in remand? 

[NUMBER] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

JS3c         [jsremdur, jsindur] 

And in total, how long have you been in remand? 

Single response. Record in years or months or weeks or days, as appropriate 

[YEARS] 
[MONTHS] 
[WEEKS] 
[DAYS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

JS3d         [jsrem6m] 

Have you been in remand in the last 6 months? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

ASK EVERYONE 

JS4  

Over the last six months... 

Read out 

Yes 
(1) 

No 
(0) 

Don’t know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

 

Have you been the victim of an assault or 
robbery which resulted in police contact or 
investigation? (1) 

    [jsvictim] 

Been stopped by the police on the street? (2)     [jspolstr] 

Been stopped in a vehicle by police? (3)     [jspolcar] 

Been apprehended by the police? (4)     [jspolapp] 

Been held overnight by the police? (other than in 
remand, detention, prison)? (5) 

    [jspolhld] 

Been to court over an incident? (6)     [jscourt] 

Made visits to, or received visits from, justice 
officers? (7) 

    [jsjoffs] 

Been given a non-custodial sentence or 
community based order? (8) 

    [jsncust] 

 

GO TO SECTION V 



72 
Wave 1 

V. Exposure to Violence 
 

The next series of questions are about your exposure to violence and threats of violence. We begin with 
some questions about your experiences when growing up. We recognise that these questions may be 
sensitive, so we can move to a quieter place or skip them if they make you feel uncomfortable. 

V1           [vconsent] 

Are you ok for me to continue with this section? 

 Yes, happy to continue (1)  V2 
 No, skip these questions (0)  SECTION I 

V2         [vparfght] 

Thank you for agreeing to answer these questions. I’d also like you to know that if at any time you do not 
wish to answer a question, simply tell me and we will move on.  When you were a child or young person at 
home, how often did you hear or see your parents or carers physically fighting? Was it: 

Read out 

 Never (1) 
 Rarely (2) 
 Occasionally (3) 
 Often (4) 
 Very often (5) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

V3  

From the time you were a baby until <"18"/"now">, did your parent, step-parent or any other adult living 
with you ever: 

Read out 

 Yes 
(1) 

No 
(0) 

Don’t know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

 

Leave you without adequate food or shelter 
(a) 

    [valw1] 

Threaten to harm you (but without physically 
hurting you) (b) 

    [valw2] 

Use physical violence or force against you (c)     [valw3] 

Threaten to harm members of your family or 
your friends (d) 

    [valw4] 

Harmed, or threatened to harm, any of your 
pets (e) 

    [valw5] 

V4  

From the time you were a baby until <"18"/"now"> has anyone else ever: 

Read out 

 Yes 
(1) 

No 
(0) 

Don’t know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

 

Threaten to harm you (but without physically 
hurting you) (a) 

    [votp1] 

Use physical violence or force against you (b)     [votp2] 
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V5          [vpv] 

From the time you turned 18 years of age until now, has anyone ever used physical violence or force against 
you? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

V6         [vpv6m] 

Has anyone used physical violence or force against you in the last six months? 

 Yes (1)   V7 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  V13 
 Refused (-2) 

V7          [vpv6m2] 

Has this happened to you more than once in the last six months? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

V8          [vpvrel] 

(Looking at showcard V8/looking at the screen) at the time of the last incident what was your relationship 
to the person who assaulted you? (Just tell me the number next to the statement that corresponds to your 
answer). 

Showcard or screen if necessary. Interviewer note: use own judgment as to whether this question can be read 
out loud by interviewer or read silently from the showcard or screen by the respondent.  If reading out the 
question and / or responses ensure privacy of the respondent.  If interview is being conducted via the telephone 
read out the question and responses. 

 Stranger (1) 
 Boyfriend / girlfriend / partner (never lived with) (2) 
 Partner you are living with now (3) 
 Partner you were living with at the time (4) 
 Previous partner you were no longer living with at the time (5) 
 Some other person who you knew (please specify) (6)____________ 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

V9          [vpvharm] 

Were you physically harmed in this incident? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

IF AGE (from P1) >= 19     V5 
IF AGE (from P1) < 19 AND (V3c = 1 OR V4b = 1)  V6 
ELSE       V13 
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V10  

After the incident did you seek advice or support from... 

Read out 

 Yes 
(1) 

No 
(0) 

Don’t know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

 

A doctor? (a)     [vpvsupp1] 

A counsellor? (b)     [vpvsupp2] 

Crisis help? (c)     [vpvsupp3] 

Legal help? (d)     [vpvsupp4] 

Family or friends? (e)     [vpvsupp5] 

The police? (f)     [vpvsupp6] 

Any other support, including a 
telephone help line? (g) 

    [vpvsupp7] 

V11          [vpvfear1] 

Have you experienced anxiety or fear for your personal safety because of this incident? 

 Yes (1)   V12 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  V13 
 Refused (-2) 

V12          [vpvfear2] 

How often have you experienced anxiety or fear for your personal safety because of this incident? Would 
you say it is: 

Read out. Single response. 

 Every day (1) 
 At least once a week (2) 
 At least once a month (3) 
 Less than once a month (4) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

ASK EVERYONE WHERE V1 = 1 

V13          [vsexcons] 

The next few questions ask whether you have ever been sexually assaulted. Again, we understand these are 
extremely personal and sensitive questions and I am able to skip over them if you would like. Are you ok 
with me asking these questions? 

 Ok (1)  V14 
 Not ok (0)  V_FILTER_1 

V14          [vsaalw] 

From the time you were a baby until <"18"/"now">, did your parent, step-parent or any other adult who 
you lived with ever force you or pressure you to do sexual acts that you did not want to do? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
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V15          [vsaot] 

From the time you were a baby until <"18"/"now"> has anyone else (that is, someone you did not live with) 
ever force you or pressure you to do sexual acts that you did not want to do? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 

V16          [vsa] 

From the time you turned 18 years of age until now, has anyone ever forced you or pressured you to do 
sexual acts that you did not want to do? 

 Yes (1)   V17 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  V_FILTER_1 
 Refused (-2) 

V17          [vsa6m] 

Has anyone forced you or pressured you to do sexual acts that you did not want to do in the last six months? 

 Yes (1)   V18 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  V_FILTER_1 
 Refused (-2) 

V18          [vsa6m2] 

Has this happened to you more than once in the last six months? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

V19         [vsarel] 

(Looking at Showcard V19/looking at the screen) at the time of the last incident what was your relationship 
to that person? (Just tell me the number next to the statement that corresponds to your answer). 

Showcard or screen if necessary. Interviewer note: use own judgement as to whether this question can be read 
out loud by interviewer or read silently from the Showcard or screen by the respondent.  If reading out the 
question and / or responses ensure privacy of the respondent.  If interview is being conducted via the telephone 
read out the question and responses. 

 Stranger (1) 
 Boyfriend / girlfriend / partner (never lived with) (2) 
 Partner you are living with now (3) 
 Partner you were living with at the time (4) 
 Previous partner you were no longer living with at the time (5) 
 Some other person who you knew (please specify) (6)____________ 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
  

IF AGE (from P1) >= 19     V16 
IF AGE (from P1) < 19 AND (V14 = 1 OR V15 =1)  V17 
ELSE       V_FILTER_1 
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V20    

After the incident did you seek advice or support from... 

Read out 

 Yes 
(1) 

No 
(0) 

Don’t know 
(-1) 

Refused 
(-2) 

 

A doctor? (a)     [vsasupp1] 

A counsellor? (b)     [vsasupp2] 

Crisis help? (c)     [vsasupp3] 

Legal help? (d)     [vsasupp4] 

Family or friends? (e)     [vsasupp5] 

The police? (f)     [vsasupp6] 

Any other support, including a 
telephone help line? (g) 

    [vsasupp7] 

V21          [vsafear1] 

Have you experienced anxiety or fear for your personal safety because of this incident? 

 Yes (1)   V22  
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  V_FILTER_1 
 Refused (-2) 

V22          [vsafear2] 

How often have you experienced anxiety or fear for your personal safety because of this incident? Would 
you say it is: 

Read out. Single response. 

 Every day (1) 
 At least once a week (2) 
 At least once a month (3) 
 Less than once a month (4) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

 
In this next section I am going to ask you some questions about whether you have been threatened with 
violence. It is important that you understand that with these questions we are only interested in threats 
which did not result in you actually experiencing violence. 

V23         [vthreat] 

From the time you were 18 years of age until now, have you ever been threatened with violence? 

 Yes (1)   V24 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  SECTION I 
 Refused (-2) 
  

V_FILTER_1 
IF AGE (from P1) >= 19  V23 
ELSE    SECTION I 
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V24          [vth6m] 

Have you been threatened with violence in the last 6 months? 

 Yes (1)   V25 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  SECTION I 
 Refused (-2) 

V25         [vth6m2] 

Has this happened to you more than once? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

V27          [vthrel] 

(Looking at Showcard V27/looking at the screen) at the time of the last incident what was your relationship 
to the person who threatened you? (Just tell me the number next to the statement that corresponds to your 
answer). 

Showcard or screen if necessary. Interviewer note: use own judgement as to whether this question can be read 
out loud by interviewer or read silently from the Showcard or screen by the respondent.  If reading out the 
question and / or responses ensure privacy of the respondent.  If interview is being conducted via the telephone 
read out the question and responses. 

 Stranger (1) 
 Boyfriend / girlfriend / partner (never lived with) (2) 
  partner you are living with now (3) 
  partner you were living with at the time (4) 
 Previous partner you were no longer living with at the time (5) 
 Some other person who you knew (please specify) (6)____________ 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

V28         [vthfear1] 

Have you experienced anxiety or fear for your personal safety because of this incident? 

 Yes (1)   V29 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  SECTION I 
 Refused (-2) 

V29         [vthfear2] 

How often have you experienced anxiety or fear for your personal safety because of this incident? Would 
you say it is: 

Read out. Single response. 

 Every day (1) 
 At least once a week (2) 
 At least once a month (3) 
 Less than once a month (4) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

GO TO SECTION I 
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I. Income and Financial Stress 
 

I1  

I am now going to read out a list of things that people sometimes do because of a shortage of money. Can 
you please tell me whether any of these have happened to you in the last 6 months because of a shortage of 
money? 

Read out. 

(Because of a shortage of money) 
had to go without food when you 
were hungry? (1) 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 Not applicable (-3) 

[ifs1] 

(Because of a shortage of money) 
had to pawn or sell something? (2) 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 Not applicable (-3) 

[ifs2] 

(Because of a shortage of money) 
asked a welfare agency for food, 
clothes, accommodation or money? 
(3) 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 Not applicable (-3) 

[ifs3] 
 

(Because of a shortage of money) 
asked for financial help from 
friends or family? (4) 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 Not applicable (-3) 

[ifs4] 

Could not go out with friends 
because you could not pay your 
way? (5) 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 Not applicable (-3) 

[ifs5] 

Could not pay electricity, gas or 
telephone bills on time? (6) 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 Not applicable (-3) 

[ifs6] 

I2          [igam6m] 

Still thinking of the last 6 months, have you ever participated in any gambling or betting activities? This 
might include playing poker machines, betting on the horses or other sporting events, or playing casino 
games and card games for money. It also includes any gambling on the internet. 

 Yes (1)   I2a  
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  I3 
 Refused (-2) 
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I2a          [igam6mpb] 

Has your gambling ever been a problem for you? 

 Yes (1)   I2b 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  I3 
 Refused (-2) 

I2b         [igampb] 

And is your gambling still a problem for you? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

I3          [iconsent] 

With your agreement, the researchers involved in this project would like to use information from your 
Centrelink data. This would include information about how much and what type of benefits you receive. 
This is so that we don’t have to ask you as many questions now and in the future.   

If respondent seems suspicious, interviewer to say: ’we need this extra information to give us a more accurate 
picture of how much money you have to live on’.  This information will be used by both researchers at the 
University Of Melbourne and at the Department Of Families, Housing, Community Services And Indigenous 
Affairs; it will be used only for research purposes, and no information identifying you will ever be passed on 
to Centrelink.  

 If respondent queries about; FAHCSIA's  involvement: The researchers on this project include employees of 
both the University Of Melbourne and the Department Of Families, Housing, Community Services And 
Indigenous Affairs.  

Employees of both organisations are legally bound to ensure your information is secure and that no 
information that you provide will be released in a way that would allow survey participants or their families 
to be identified.  Do you agree to the researchers getting this additional information from your Centrelink 
data? 

 Yes (1)  I10 
 No (0)  I4 

I4          [iincsup] 

Ok, then I have just a few questions for you about your Centrelink payments. Are you currently receiving 
any Centrelink payments? And I don’t mean any family tax benefit. 

Interviewer note: the family tax benefit is a government payment paid to parents of dependent children. 
Eligibility depends on the age of the children, the amount of household income, and whether or not there is 
more than one income earner. 

 Yes (1)   I5 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  I8 
 Refused (-2) 
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I5          [icptyp] 

What type of Centrelink payment are you receiving? 

If necessary read out. Single response. 

 Newstart allowance (1) 
 Youth allowance (2) 
 Disability support pension (3) 
 Parenting payment (single) (4) 
 Parenting payment (partnered) (5) 
 Age pension (6) 
 Special benefit (7) 
 Other (please specify) (8)____________ 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

I6       

What amount do you receive each fortnight? 

[AMOUNT $] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

I7         [itccpdur, icpdur] 

Think now of the last time you were not receiving Centrelink payments? How long has it been since then? 

Interviewer note: we are seeking information here on the length of the most recent continuous spell. If a person 
went off Centrelink payments and then came back on again at a later date, we want to know the length of time 
since they recommenced. 

Single response. Record in years or months or weeks, as appropriate 

[YEARS] 
[MONTHS] 
[WEEKS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

 

I8          [icp5yr] 

Think now of just the last 5 years. For how long in total have you been receiving Centrelink payments? 

Single response. Record in years or months or weeks, as appropriate 

[YEARS] 
[MONTHS] 
[WEEKS] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

I9          [icpsusp] 

In the past, have you ever had your payments suspended by Centrelink? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

IF I7 < 5 YEARS   I8 
ELSE    I9 

[iygov, iiywki, iiywkv, 
icywkv, icywki] 
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ASK EVERYONE 

I10          [iftb] 

< "Do you or your partner" / "Do you"> currently receive the family tax benefit? 

 Yes (1)   I10a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  I11 
 Refused (-2) 

I10a       

What amount of family tax benefit do you receive each fortnight? 

[AMOUNT $] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

I11         [ioth] 

We have already asked about the income you receive from the government and from paid employment. 
During the past week did you receive any income from any other sources? This might include cash from 
other family members (but not people you live with), rent, bank interest, begging, any business activities 
you might have (and have not already told us about), and any other income you have not told us about? 

If necessary read out: remember, everything you tell us is confidential, and cannot in any way affect your 
eligibility for Centrelink benefits. 

 Yes (1)   I11a  
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  I11c 
 Refused (-2) 

I11a      

Roughly, how much did you receive last week? 

[AMOUNT $]   I11b 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

I11b          [iyothnm] 

And is that what you usually receive from these sources? 

 Yes (1)   I_FILTER_1 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  I11c 
 Refused (-2) 

I11c      

On average, how much would you usually receive per week from these sources? 

[AMOUNT $] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

 

I_FILTER_1 
IF P4 = 5 OR P4b = 1  I12 
ELSE    I13 
 

I11c 

[iygov, iiywki, iiywkv, 
icywkv, icywki] 

 

[iyoth, iyothlw, iiywki, 
iiywkv, icywkv, icywki] 

[iyoth, iiywki, iiywkv, 
icywkv, icywki] 
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I12          [iyparj] 

I’d now like to talk briefly about the income of your partner. Does he / she currently earn money from a job, 
business or farm? 

 Yes (1)   I12a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  I13 
 Refused (-2) 

I12a        [iyparjwk, icywkv, icywki] 

And (before any tax is taken out) approximately, how much per week do you think he / she would earn from 
his / her job on average? 

[AMOUNT $] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

 

I12b          [iyparo] 

And does he / she receive any income from any other sources, including government benefits? 

 Yes (1)   I12c 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  I13 
 Refused (-2) 

I12c       [iyparowk, icywkv, icywki] 

And roughly how much per week do you think he / she would earn from these sources in total? 

[AMOUNT $] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 
ASK EVERYONE 

I13         [ihavecc, ihavdebt] 

Finally we have some questions about any debts < "you or your partner" /"you"> may have. <"Do you or 
your partner" / "Do you"> have any credit cards or store accounts? 

If necessary read out: remember, everything you tell us is confidential, and cannot in any way affect your 
eligibility for Centrelink benefits. 

 Yes (1)   I13a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  I14 
 Refused (-2) 

I13a          [iccpyoff] 

Thinking about your most recent statement, did you pay off the entire balance owing? 

 Yes (1)   I14 
 No (0)   I13b 
 Don’t know (-1)  I14 
 Refused (-2)   I14 

Questions I12b and I12c were only asked of respondents where the partner earns money from a job, 
business or farm (I12 = 1). For further information see the Journeys Home User Manual and notes for 
variable IYPARO. This was corrected for Wave 3 onwards. 
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I13b       [itcdebt, itotdebt, ipridebt] 

Approximately, how much was still owing after you made your payment? 

[AMOUNT $] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

I14        [ibill, ihavdebt] 

< "Do you or your partner" / "Do you"> have any unpaid bills or fines that are now overdue? 

 Yes (1)   I14a 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  I15 
 Refused (-2) 

I14a        [itcdebt, itotdebt, ipridebt] 

What is the total (approximate) value of these unpaid overdue bills? 

[AMOUNT $] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

I15          [idebtcol] 

In the last 6 months, < "have you or your partner" / "have you"> been contacted by a debt collector seeking 
to recover any debts you might owe? 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

I16a        [ihire, ihavdebt] 

I am now going to read out a list of different types of personal loans. For each type please indicate whether < 
"you or your partner" / "you"> currently have this type of loan and how much < "you or your partner" / 
"you"> currently owe. A hire purchase loan or agreement? Do you have one of these? 

 Yes (1)   I16ai 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  I16b 
 Refused (-2) 
 

I16ai        [itcdebt, itotdebt, ipridebt] 

And (roughly) how much do you owe? 

[AMOUNT $] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

I16b         [ibank, ihavdebt] 

A personal loan from a bank or finance company? (Do you have any of these?) 

 Yes (1)   I16bi 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  I16c 
 Refused (-2) 
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I16bi        [itcdebt, itotdebt, ipridebt] 

And (roughly) how much do you owe? 

[AMOUNT $] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

I16c         [iwelf, ihavdebt] 

A loan from a welfare organisation? (Do you have any of these?) 

 Yes (1)   I16ci 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  I16d 
 Refused (-2) 

I16ci       [itcdebt, itotdebt, ipridebt] 

And (roughly) how much do you owe? 

[AMOUNT $] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

I16d         [iloan, ihavdebt] 

Loans from other types of lenders, such as pawnbrokers or pay day lenders? Do not include any other loan 
already mentioned. (Do you have any of these?) 

 Yes (1)   I16di 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  I16e 
 Refused (-2) 

I16di        [itcdebt, itotdebt, ipridebt] 

And (roughly) how much do you owe? 

[AMOUNT $] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

I16e         [ifam, ihavdebt] 

Loans from friends or relatives? (Do you have any of these?) 

 Yes (1)   I16ei 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  I16f 
 Refused (-2) 

I16ei        [itcdebt, itotdebt, ipridebt] 

And (roughly) how much do you owe? 

[AMOUNT $] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
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I16f         [iedu, ihavdebt] 

Any outstanding student loans or debts? (Do you have any of these?) 

 Yes (1)   I16fi 
 No (0) 
 Don’t know (-1)  SECTION T 
 Refused (-2) 

I16fi         [itcdebt, itotdebt, ipridebt] 

And (roughly) how much do you owe? 

[AMOUNT $] 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
 

GO TO SECTION T 
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T. Tracking Information 
 

Thank you for participating in this important survey. We plan to interview the same group of people 4 
times: approximately every 6 months for the next 2 years. Therefore we need to be able to keep in touch 
with respondents between surveys so we can find them for the next interview. For this reason, people’s 
contact details are most important to us. I would like to ask you a few questions about how best we can 
contact you in the future. 

T1           

Can I confirm that your full name is <pre-filled name>? 

Interviewer note: confirm that the spelling of the name is correct 

 Yes (1) 
 No (0) 

T1name  

[TEXT] 

T2  

Do you have another name or nickname that you are known by? 

 Yes (record) (1)____________  
 No (0) 

T3          [tnumanch] 

<Pre-filled address>do not ask - just record: is the address displayed above, the address where you are 
currently conducting the interview? 

 Yes (1)        T4 
 No – but address displayed above appears to be a valid address (2)  T5 
 No – and no valid address is displayed above (3)    T6 

T4          [tnumanch] 

< Pre-filled address >would this address [read address above] be the best place to contact you if we needed 
to do an interview in the future (for example, in about 6 months time)? 

Interviewer note: if no, ask: "what is the best or better address?"If a second or third address/location is given, 
record. 

 Yes (1) 
 Yes, but another address could be used as well (2) 
 No (3) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

T4address  

[ENTER ADDRESS] 
 Record another address (1) 
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T5          [tnumanch] 

< Pre-filled address >the address we have for you is [read address above]. Is that address likely to be the 
best place to contact you for an interview in the future (for example, in about 6 months time)? 

Interviewer note: if no, ask: "What is the best or better address?"If a second or third address/location is given, 
record. 

 Yes (1) 
 Yes, but another address could be used as well (2) 
 No (3) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

T5address  

[ENTER ADDRESS] 
 Record another address (1) 

T6          [tnumanch] 

What address is likely to be the best place to contact you for an interview in the future (for example, in 
about 6 months time)? 

Interviewer note: if necessary, ask: "what is the best or better address?"If a second or third address/location is 
given, record. 

 Address given (1) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

T6addressx 

[ENTER ADDRESS] 
 Record another address (1) 

T7          [tnumanch] 

The postal address we have for you is :< pre-filled address > is this the best place to send you mail about the 
survey, such as a thank-you letter? 

Interviewer note: if a second or third address/location is given, record. 

 Yes (1) 
 Yes, but details are not correct (2) 
 No, another address is better (3) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

T7address  

[ENTER ADDRESS] 

 Record another address (1) 

T8          [tnumanch] 

Is the mobile number we have < pre-filled mobile number> correct? 

Interviewer note: if no, ask: "what is your mobile number?" 

 Yes (1) 
 No, incorrect (record correct number) (2)____________  
 No, I don’t have a mobile (3) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 
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T9          [tnumanch] 

Do you have a mobile number you can be contacted on? 

Interviewer note: if necessary, ask: "what is your mobile number?" 

 Yes (record) (1)____________  
 No, I don’t have a mobile (2) 
 Don’t know (3) 
 Refused to answer question (-1) 
 Has a mobile but refused to provide number (-2) 
 

 

T10          [tnumanch] 

Is there any other mobile number you can be contacted on? 

 Yes (record) (1)____________  
 No (0) 

T11          [tnumanch] 

Is the landline number we have < pre-filled landline number> correct? 

Interviewer note: if no, ask: "what is your landline number?" 

 Yes (1) 
 No, incorrect (record correct number) (2)____________  
 No, I don’t have a landline (3) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

T12          [tnumanch] 

Do you have a landline number you can be contacted on? 

Interviewer note: if necessary, ask: "what is your landline number?" 

 Yes (record) (1)____________  
 No, I don’t have a landline number (2) 
 Don’t know (3) 
 Refused to answer question (-1) 
 Has a landline but refused to provide number (-2) 
 

 

T13          [tnumanch] 

Is there any other landline number you can be contacted on? 

 Yes (record) (1)____________  
 No (0) 
  

IF T8 = 1 OR T8 = 2 OR T9 =1  T10 
ELSE     T11 

IF T11 = 1 OR T11 = 2 OR T12 = 1  T13 
ELSE     T14 
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T14          [tnumanch] 

Is the email address we have < pre-filled email address> correct? 

Interviewer note: if no, ask: "what is your email address?" if provided, record accurately asking to confirm 
lower and uppercase in the email address. 

 Yes (1) 
 No, incorrect (specify email) (2)____________  
 No, I don’t have any email addresses (3) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

T15          [tnumanch] 

Do you have an email address you can be contacted on? 

Interviewer note: if necessary, ask: "what is this email address?" if provided, record accurately asking to 
confirm lower and uppercase in the email address. 

 Yes (specify) (1)____________  
 No, I don’t have any email addresses (2) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

T16  

What would you say would be the best way of contacting you again, in about 6 months time? 

Interviewer note: probe for detail and record. Multiple response. 

 Mobile (1) 
 Home phone (2) 
 Email (3) 
 SMS (4) 
 Other (please specify) (97)____________ 
 Don’t know (-1) [exclusive] 
 Refused (-2) [exclusive] 

T17          [tnumanch] 

We also ask for the name and phone numbers of three other people who might know where you are, in case 
you move in the meantime. Relatives or friends who don’t live with you are usually the best for this, but it 
could also be anyone else that you trust. These contact details will be kept completely secure and will be 
used only for the purpose of contacting you.  Who would be the best person, for you? 

 There is no-one (1) 
 Contacts provided (2) 
 Don’t know (-1) 
 Refused (-2) 

T17contact  

[ENTER CONTACT DETAILS] 
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T18         [tnumanch] 

If you happen to move and we are unable to find you through the contacts you have given us it would be 
helpful for us to know the places in your area that you regularly visit. This could include community groups, 
organisations which provide services or assistance, or general public places. 

Interviewer note: probe for name of organisation or place, the address, why and when they usual visit, and any 
other helpful comments on locating them there. 

Interviewer note: probe for other information about the place which would be useful, such as the reason they 
visit and who knows them there, for example: "goes there for breakfast every morning." 

T18addressx1 

[ENTER ADDRESS] 

 Record another place (1) 

T18visit  

Select when visits 

 Weekdays (1) 
 Weekends (2) 
 Not willing / able to provide this information      

 

GO TO SECTION Z 
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Z. Interview Evaluation 
 

Z1          [zintloc] 

This section is to be completed by the interviewer, out of sight, immediately after leaving the respondent. 
Where (or how) was the interview conducted? 

Interviewer note: if face-to-face other than respondent’s residence (indoors or outdoors) specify where.  
Examples of outdoors include in the park, under a bridge, on the street, bench. Examples of other indoor areas 
are public buildings (libraries, train station), another person’s private residence, and a café/restaurant. If 
interviewer conducted face-to-face at a service provider location record details (e.g. Salvation Army at 
Geelong).single response 

 Face-to-face inside the respondent’s main residence (1) 
 Face-to-face outside the respondent’s main residence / on doorstep (2) 
 Face-to-face some other place – indoors (specify) (3)____________ 
 Face-to-face some other place  - outdoors (specify) (4)____________ 
 Face-to-face service provider facilities (specify) (5)____________ 
 By telephone (6) 
 Other venue/location (specify) (7)____________ 

Z2  

Record any helpful comments that may assist future interviews: e.g. Address is a boarding house, 
respondent likes to be interviewed elsewhere, watch out for the dog, ring the bell first, or go round the back 
gate not the front door, or always phone first etc. 

[ENTER NOTES] 

Z3          [zunderst] 

In general, how would you describe the respondent’s understanding of the questions? 

 Excellent (1) 
 Good (2) 
 Fair (3) 
 Poor (4) 
 Very poor (5) 

Z4          [zsuspic] 

Was the respondent suspicious about the study after the interview was completed? 

 No, not at all suspicious (1) 
 Yes, somewhat suspicious (2) 
 Yes, very suspicious (3) 

Z5          [zcoop] 

In general, how would you describe the respondent’s co-operation during the interview? 

 Excellent (1) 
 Good (2) 
 Fair (3) 
 Poor (4) 
 Very poor (5) 
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Z6         [zenglish] 

How would you rate the respondent’s ability to speak English? 

 Excellent (1) 
 Good (2) 
 Fair (3) 
 Poor (4) 
 Very poor (5) 

Z7          [z3rdper] 

Was this interview completed with the assistance of a third party (e.g. Such as a family member or friend)? 

 Yes, family member assisted (1)   Z8 
 Yes, friend assisted (2)    Z8 
 No (3)     Z9 

Z8           

What was the reason the interview had to be assisted? 

 English language difficulties (1) 
 Sickness or disability (2) 
 Other (specify) (97)____________  

Z9           

Did the respondent have any of the following problems which may have affected the interview? 

Multiple response. 

 Poor eyesight (blindness) (1)       
 Hearing problems (2)        
 Reading difficulties (3)        
 English was second language (4)       
 Other language problems (5)       
 Mental illness (6)        
 None of these (7) [exclusive]       

Z10           

Did the respondent have any other problems which may have affected the interview? 

Interviewer note: if yes provide details 

 Yes (specify) (1)____________  
 No (0) 

Z11  

Did the respondent appear to be… 

Multiple response 

 Under the influence of alcohol / drugs (2)      
 Physically ill (3)        
 Confused (4)         
 Incoherent (5)         
 None of these (7) [exclusive]       
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Z12           

If applicable, please provide details on respondent’s concerns or dislikes (or any other issues) and how you 
overcame them. 

[ENTER NOTES] 

 Not applicable (N/A) 

Z13           

Please note down any ambiguous or conflicting situations in this interview that you think editors and coders 
should know about. Only include information that relates to this interview. 

[ENTER NOTES] 

 No issues to record (N/A) 

Z14          [zadults] 

Were any other adults present during any of this interview? 

 Yes (1)   Z15 
 No (0)   END 
 Don’t know (-1)  END 

Z15          [zadinfl] 

How much do you think they influenced the answers? 

 Not at all (1) 
 A little (2) 
 A fair amount (3) 
 A great deal (4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

END OF QUESTIONAIRE 
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